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Joseph Brodsky’s Poem «San Pietro»: an Example of Analysis

The article considers the poem «San Pietro» (1977) by Joseph Brodsky. The paper
analyzes the poem written by a free accentual verse and its metric features in their correlation
with semantics: fuzziness of objects, indistinguishability of things in Venetian fog and the
«fuzzinessy in the metric syllabic-accentual basis of the text. The author traces features of the
poem composition, which combines freedom and certain organizing principles. It is shown that
the poem contains the key motifs for the alienation of I from its own past and the surrounding
world (a description of the lyrical self as an anonymous guest, a hidden likeness of I to a can
kicked by foot). Fog is one of the alienation signs.

The poetics of the time in the poem «San Pietroy is characterized by the identification of
the triad «the past — the present — the futurey, the elements of which correspond to the three-part
structure of the text. For the lyrical hero, it is impossible to return to his own Petersburg /
Leningrad past or to join the historical past. There is no genuine continuity between the past, the
present and the future. Time (its symbols are sea and water) in the poem is characterized by
contradictory properties.: it seems to freeze, although it also moves forward (from two o'clock in
the afternoon to evening twilight) and (in the lyrical I imagination) rushes back to the moment of
the world creation. Water and images of sea inhabitants become signs of this prehistoric state.
One of the implications of «San Pietroy is the legend in the Book of Genesis about the creation of
the world by God. The poem depicts the almost colorless, invisible and soundless world that is
similar to the still formless land like in the Bible.

Key words: metrics, poetics of the time; image of Venice; lyrical self; Joseph Brodsky.
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J. Brodsky vs G. Sapgir: the Ways to Fill the Emptiness

The goal of comparison of J. Brodsky’s and G. Sapgir’s ideas is to show the variety of the
creative life search in the poetry of the late third of the XX century. The contribution of poetry to
the XX century paradigm of uncertainty — from the relativistic physics to axiology — is to fill the
emptiness. The existential and mental task is to poetically feel the transcendent deeper and bring
it closer via «blending ethics with metaphysics».

The contrast of the artistic systems is described as a controversy between the apollonic
and dionysian, mediumistic and voluntarist principles of creation. Brodsky’s neoclassicism is
comparable to Sapgir’s discrete dynamics — both poets perceived the otherness via sharp
perception of life in its dialogue with the emptiness. Poetry was seen as an adequate way to
achieve transcendent knowledge,; creative life was looking for the images convincing that one
recognized the otherness in the form of the emptiness and for the means to transmit one’s
perceptions about it. The dialogue with the emptiness is presented as a visionary intrusion into
otherness and a search for resonance with it.

Brodsky’s contemplation sees the transition as immersion into the multidimensionality;
chrono-sensory perception unfolds metaphorically. Sapgir’s mystical propensity is sensual, it
engages readers in the reflection through performances, spontaneous associations open the
emptiness as the fullness. The authenticity of the cognition is felt by the poets in flesh, viscerally



(anxiety, vertigo, exertion, pain).

Key words: J. Brodsky; G. Sapgir; neoclassic, avant-garde; creative life; metaphysics;
emptiness.
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G.K. Chesterton’s Works in Literary-Critical Review by K.I. Chukovsky

The article is devoted to the perception of K.I. Chukovsky’s works by a famous English
writer G.K. Chesterton. K.I. Chukovsky was one of the first to point out the ambiguity of the
literary works by the English writer and called his journalistic activity more convincing.
Describing G.K. Chesterton’s essays, K.I. Chukovsky believed that the writer is second to none
in this genre. He praised G.K. Chesterton’s journalistic talent in responding to all the
phenomena of contemporary social life. K.I. Chukovsky considered it obligatory for the Russian
readers to familiarize themselves with the critical works of the English author. In the essay
«Gilbert Chesterton. Manalive» (1924) K.I. Chukovsky substantiated why, for all the variety of
genre forms that G.K. Chesterton used, Russian readers were familiar with only a few of his
works. K.I. Chukovsky’s critical attitude to the novel «Manalivey is explained by his rejection of
G.K. Chesterton’s utopian attitude to the social situation in England at the turn of the XIX-XX
centuries. In G.K. Chesterton’s works K.I. Chukovsky saw a simulation of revolutionary pathos
that did not solve pressing issues of social disorder.

Key words: K.I. Chukovsky;, G.K. Chesterton; Russian literature; English literature;
intercultural and literary ties; journalistic style; paradox,; social utopia; essay;, literary detail.
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Literary and Historical Sources
in the Poem «The Celliot» by Yakov Polonsky

Yakov Polonsky’s poem «The Celliot», as it was thought in Soviet times, was rejected by
Nikolay Nekrasov due to its content that was far from the Eastern question, although Nekrasov
also mentioned its volume as the reason for refusal. Polonsky did not agree to reduce it.
However, «The Celliot» was a critical response to the aggravation of the Balkan conflict.
Polonsky, in order to retouch the meaning, formally relies on the tradition of the Byronic poem,
which is manifested in the characters’ system, the chronotopos, motives of alienation and tragic
love. In this case, however, the Byronic poem is interpreted in the mirror of the tradition of
Russian romantic poem, moreover, in a form of a parody.

The main characters of the poem are celliot Cyril and klepht Despot Stefan, who in
comparison with each other acquire comic features manifested in their appearance, habits, the
way of thinking, attitude towards women. Their desire to get on Mount Athos, which was the
ideal of purity, a refuge and a spiritual haven in life, unites them. However, seclusion, according
to Polonsky, does not bring Cyril closer to salvation, he finds it outside Athos. The pirate island,
combining both heaven and hell at the same time, becomes a place of spiritual growth for the
heroes: rejection of religious fanaticism and transition to serving the homeland. In his work
Polonsky builds a non-trivial concept where the world of holiness, ascesis and the sinful world
are interchanged. Simple klephts are the spokesmen of the eternal battle of the forces of good
and evil, trying to bring its end closer. Criticism of Athos and support of the Slavs’ armed
struggle became the main factors that hampered the publication of «The Celliot».

Key words: Eastern question; Russian literature; Yakov Polonsky,; Nikolay Nekrasov,
George G. Byron, poem,; Romantic era tradition; Greece,; Bulgaria, Mount Athos.

REFERENCES

Akutin Yu.M. Alexander Veltman and his novel «Wanderer» [Aleksandr Vel’tman i yego roman
«Strannik»]. Veltman A.F. Wanderer [Strannik]. Moscow, Nauka, 1977, pp. 247-300 (in Russian).

Dmitrenko S.F. The history of the closure of «Patriotic Notes» and the tales of M.Ye. Saltykov-Shchedrin
[Istoriya zakrytiya «Otechestvennykh zapisok» i skazki M.Ye. Saltykova-Shchedrina]. Kultura i tekst, 2016, no.
1(24), pp. 50-63 (in Russian).

Fedoseyeva T.V. The motive of a monk’s temptation in the works of Ya.P. Polonsky [Motiv iskusheniya
monakha v tvorchestve Ya. P. Polonskogo]. Problemy istoricheskoi poetiki, 2014, no.12, pp. 280-399 (in Russian).

Gasparov M.L. Essay on the history of Russian verse [Ocherk istorii russkogo stikha]. Moscow, Fortuna
Limited, 2000. 351 p. (in Russian).

Grushkin A. Polonsky Ya. P. [Polonsky Ya.P.]. Literary Encyclopedia: in 11 vol. Vol. 9 [Literaturnaya
entsiklopediya: v 11 t. T. 9.]. Moscow, OGIZ RSFSR State University, Sovyetskaya Entsiklopediya, 1935, columns
65—68 (in Russian).

Ilcheva R. Bulgarians and Bulgaria in the Russian romantic poem of the first third of the 19th century
[Bolgary i Bolgariya v russkoi romanticheskoi poeme pervoi treti XIX v.]. Bulgaria and Russia (XVIII-XX
centuries): mutual knowledge [Bolgariya i Rossiya (XVIII-XX vv.): vzaimopoznanie]. Moscow, Institute for Slavic
Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences, 2010, pp. 284-298 (in Russian).

Lanskoi L.R. Commentary on the «Diary of a Provincial in St. Petersburg» [Kommentarii k «Dnevniku
provintsiala v Peterburge»]. Saltykov-Shchedrin M.Ye. Complete works in 20 vol. Vol. 10 [Saltykov-Shchedrin M.Ye.
Sobr. soch.: v 20 t. T. 10.]. Moscow, Khudozhestvennaya literatura, 1970, pp. 732—796 (in Russian).

Lukina V.A. Five newly found letters of Ya.P. Polonsky to Turgenev (1872—1873). Publication of V.A.
Lukina [Pyat’ novonaidennykh pisem Ya.P. Polonskogo k Turgenevu (1872—-1873). Publikatsiya V.A. Lukinoi]. New



research and materials. On the 150th anniversary of the novel «Fathers and Sons». Vol. 3 [L.S. Turgenev. Novye
issledovaniya i materialy. K 150-letiyu romana «Ottsy i deti». Vyp. 3.]. Moscow; St. Petersburg, Alyans-Arkheo,
2012, pp. 444-488 (in Russian).

Melgunov B.V. Commentary on letter No. 1021 to Ya.P. Polonsky [Kommentarii k pis'mu Ne 1021 Ya.P.
Polonskomu]. Nekrasov N.A. Complete works and letters in 15 vol. Vol. 15. Book 2 [Nekrasov N.A. Poln. sobr.
soch. i pisem: v 15 t. T. 15. Kn. 2]. St. Petersburg, Nauka, 2000, pp. 200-203 (in Russian).

Petrunina O.Ye. Athos and the Russian monastery on the eve and during the period of the Greek revolution
of 1821 [Afon i Russky monastyr’ nakanune i v period grecheskoi revoliutsii 1821 g.]. 1000 years together: key
moments of Russian and Greek history. Collection of articles [1000 let vmeste: kliuchevye momenty istorii Rossii i
Gretsii. Sb. statei]. Moscow, Institute for Slavic Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences, 2018, pp. 165-184 (in
Russian).

Polonsky Ya.P. Complete poetical works in 5 vol. Vol. 4 [Poln. sobr. stikhotvoreny: v 5 t. T. 4.]. St.
Petersburg, A.F. Marks Publishing House, 1896. 498 p. (in Russian).

The discovery of the «Slavic brothers»: Russian travelers in the Balkans in the first half of the 19th century
[Otkrytie «brat’yev-slavyan»: russkie puteshestvenniki na Balkanakh v pervoi polovine XIX veka]. St. Petersburg,
Nestor-Istoriya, 2018. 672 p. (in Russian).

Lekov, D. Bulgarian literary and cultural centers abroad during the Revival. Problems, representatives,
activities [bparapcku BB3pOXKICHCKH JIMTEPATYPHU W KYATYPHH CPEIMINA B Uy:KOWMHA: TPOOJIEMH, MPEACTABUTEIH,
nposieu]. Sofia, SU «Clement of Ohrid», 1999. 297 p. (in Bulgarian).

Zachariadou, E. Monks and Sailors under the Ottoman Sultans. Oriente Moderno, Nuova serie, 2001, Anno
20 (81), no. 1, pp. 139-147 (in English).

Skendi S. Language as a Factor of National Identity in the Balkans of the Nineteenth Century. Proceedings
of the American Philosophical Society, 1975, vol. 119, no. 2, pp. 186—189 (in English).

Talbot A.-M. Searching for Women on Mt. Athos: Insights from the Archives of the Holy Mountain.
Speculum, 2012, vol. 87, no.4, pp. 995-1014 (in English).

LINGUISTICS

A.V. Korolkova

Doctor of Philological Sciences,
Professor,

Department of Literature and Journalism,
Smolensk State University

Smolensk, Russia

Correlation of Phraseological Semantic Fields in Russian Study of Aphorisms

The article deals with the interconnection and interdependence of phraseological
semantic fields of Russian study of aphorisms in synchronic and in diachronic approaches. The
correlation of phraseological semantic fields of Russian study of aphorisms is considered as
their interdependence due to various factors (linguistic and extra-linguistic ones).

The correlation of the phraseological semantic fields of Russian study of aphorisms is
manifested in the existence of many antinomies. The natural linguistic antinomies of life / death /
immortality or war / peace, or good / evil, or friend / enemy, or villainy / nobility are reflected in
Russian aphorisms and have entered the corresponding phraseological semantic fields.

The corpus of Russian study of aphorisms containsnot only antinomic aphorisms, but also
antinomic relations that extend to the level of language and speech. Therefore, in Russian study
of aphorisms there are phraseological semantic fields that implement these antinomies.

In addition to the antinomic phraseological semantic fields in the corpus of classical
Russian study of aphorisms there are other types of correlations. The keywords (concepts) of
many phraseological semantic fields are closely thematically connected. When the number of
units from one field is changed, the number of units in another phraseological semantic field
also changes.



Most phraseological semantic fields of Russian study of aphorisms do not show a zero
correlation in either synchronic or diachronic approaches. This is due to, first of all, the
universality of the aphoristic theme, with all the ideological and thematic uniqueness of the
sayings used by Russian writers.

However, a few phraseological and semantic fields of aphorisms by Russian writers may
show a negative correlation, which is due to the diversity of the thematic groups that comprise
them.

A positive correlation of phraseological semantic fields, the most significant in the
number of their constituent components, shows deep internal linguistic systemic connections in
Russian classical study of aphorisms.

Key words: Russian study of aphorisms; aphorism, correlation; antinomies in the study
of aphorisms, phraseological and semantic fields.
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V.N. Dobrovolsky and Smolensk Regional Dictionary:
Possibilities of its Use for Dialect Studies

The article deals with Smolensk Regional Dictionary compiled by a famous researcher of
Smolensk dialects V.N. Dobrovolsky. This unique set of regional vocabulary of the early XX
century is an invaluable source that can be used for dialectological research. Released in 1914,
Dobrovolsky’s work is now a kind of historical basis for a modern «Dictionary of Smolensk
Dialects», a reprint of which is being prepared at the Russian language department of Smolensk
State University.

The article analyzes principles of compiling Dobrovolsky’s Dictionary in detail and
describes methodology used for collecting dialect material. The great interest to modern
dialectologists is caused by the reasons for the changes in the composition of Smolensk dialects
for half a century, that is, since the beginning of the dialect material collection. The article
analyzes samples of the dictionary entries and their content in detail. In addition, it highlites
advantages and certain disadvantages of giving examples illustrating the meanings of dialect



words. The author considers possibilities of using V.N. Dobrovolsky’s work for modern
dialectologists’ research.

The detailed analysis of the various dictionary entries makes it possible to compare the
principles of the words presentation in the dialect dictionary of the early XX century and the
modern one, which is of great use for lexicographers. Moreover, it can also assist to identify
some aspects that should be paid attention today in the examination of Smolensk territories (for
example, the existence of diminutive popular forms of personal names).

Key words: lexicography, source; dialectology, dictionary; V.N. Dobrovolsky; Smolensk
dialects, history.

REFERENCES

Dictionary of Smolensk dialects. Vol. 1 [Slovar’ smolenskikh govorov. T. 1]. Smolensk, Smolensk State
Pedagogical Institute, 1974. 312 p. (in Russian).

Dobrovolsky V.N. Smolensk Regional Dictionary [Smolensky oblastnoi slovar’]. Smolensk, 1914. 1022
p. (inRussian).

Koroleva I.A. Smolensk dialects in the past: problems of study and lexicography [Smolenskie govory v
proshlom i nastoyashchem: problemy izucheniya i leksikografirovaniya]. Rational and emotional in Russian
[Ratsional’noye i emotsional’noye v russkom yazyke]. Materialy mezhdunarodnoi nauchnoi konferentsii,
posvyashchennoi pamyati P.A. Lekanta (19 noyabrya 2019 goda, g. Moskva) [Materials of the international
scientific conference in memory of P.A. Lekanta (November 19, 2019, Moscow)]. Moscow, Moscow State
University, 2019, pp. 297-301 (in Russian).

Kustareva M.A. Smolensk vocabulary in the works of V.N. Dobrovolsky [Smolenskaya leksika v trudakh
V.N. Dobrovol’skogo]. Materials on the study of the Smolensk region. Issue V [Materialy po izucheniyu
Smolenskoi oblasti. Vypusk V]. Smolensk, Smolensk State Pedagogical Institute, 1963, pp. 185-205 (in Russian).

Smolensk region. Encyclopedia. Vol. 1. Personalities [Smolenskaya oblast’. Entsiklopediya. T. 1.
Personalii]. Smolensk, Smolensk State Pedagogical University, 2001. 303 p. (in Russian).

Smolensk region. Encyclopedia. Vol. 2 [Smolenskaya oblast’. Entsiklopediya. T. 2]. Smolensk, Smolensk
State Pedagogical University, 2003. 624 p. (in Russian).

G.V. Tokarev

Doctor of Philological Sciences,

Professor,

Head of the Department of Documentation
and the Russian Language Stylistics,

Tula State Lev Tolstoy Pedagogical University
Tula, Russia

Semantic and Pragmatic Parameters of Quasi-Symbols Description
(Based on the Example of the Cultural Fetish Code)

The article considers one of the units forming the linguistic and cultural level — a quasi-

symbol, which denotes ideas in an imperative form. The differential feature of the quasi-symbol
is the fact that it encourages certain actions, it models the interpretant’s behavior. This unit is
characterized by vivid imagery and it may include an evaluative and emotive component in its
meaning. The semantics of the quasi-symbol is characterized by multiple layers. The article
discusses and tests the parameters of lexicography of the quasi-symbol using the example of
units characterizing the cultural fetish code.

The main research method is linguistic and cultural interpretation, which consists in
interpreting the semantics of a unit, characterizing its pragmatic properties in cultural
categories. The study finds that the names of symbols and quasi-symbols can coincide formally.
The semantics of the quasi-symbol may differ significantly from the meaning of the correlating
symbol. It is shown that the functional specificity of the name acting as a cultural symbol is



unambiguous. a unit performs one cultural function. The basis for forming a symbolic meaning
is the observation of the object usage and its properties.

The article proves that the quasi-symbol can have a more complex semantic structure in
comparison with the correlating symbol represented by the object. The main intentions of quasi-
symbols include a statement of the situation, assessment, and warning. The paper determines the
parameters sufficient for lexicography of the quasi-symbol such as significative content, an
interpretant, the basis for the formation of a symbolic meaning, intentionality and features of
functioning.

Key word: language; culture; symbol; quasi-symbol; semantics, pragmatics.
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Chronofact Names: Their Transformations in Contemporary MassMedia

The article presents the results of the study devoted to the semantic transformations of
chronofact names understood as proper names referring to resonance events that are often
tragic. In spite of many studies devoted to the processes of new words activation in various
historical periods, proper names, with rare exceptions, are not included in the phenomena under
the study. The objective of the following research is to identify universal features of chronofact
names that make it possible to study these names as a separate group of onyms with their
specific semantic and motivational characteristics. The proper names that have become the
symbols of technological disasters, terrorist attacks, anti-government actions, etc. (Chernobyl,
Fukushima, Nord-Ost, Beslan, Bolotnaya Square, Maydan, and so on) served as the material of
this study.

Contextual analysis of these names in Russian media in the last decades, as well as
component analysis of the connotative semantics of each name, allowed the author to select
several common characteristics of chronofact names. First, every chronofact name undergoes
rapid semantic transformations in the following order: it denotes a certain object — it denotes a
singular tragic event (metonymy) and the development of a connotative onym — it denotes any
other similar event (metaphor) and develops the characteristics of a precedent name. Second,
chronofact names display same lexical and grammatical signs and they are used in homogenous
contexts. Third, under certain extra-linguistic conditions, chronofact names are capable of
expanding their figurative meanings and denoting a genuine notion for a long time. The material



under the analysis is of interest to theoretical understanding of connotation as well as
lexicographic description.

Key words: chronofact name; connotative name; precedent name; semantic
transformation; metonymic meaning,; metaphoric meaning.
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Noun Adnominal Valency in Female and Male Authors Fiction

The article is devoted to the quantitative analysis of the literary world fictional
description in the works, written by female and male authors. The study focuses on the
comparison of adnominal (attributive) valency which is defined as the implementation of noun
potential collocability with the syntactic position of adnominal. The valency is measured by the
number of adnominals, modifying the given noun.

The data-base of the study includes samples from 18 novels and stories, belonging to
detective-story genre and written by female and male authors. The comparison of the adnominal
features of two genders is carried out by counting the frequencies of different types of adnominal
valencies and analyzing their distribution in the text.



The research demonstrated that Lorentzian and power functions are a very good fit for
the adnominal valencies distribution in all the texts. It has been found that female authors do not
differ from male writers either in the number of adnominal valencies or their distribution which
demonstrates some hidden regularity.

Key words: adnominal (attributive) valency; Lorentzian function, frequency; power
function, distribution.
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Phonemic Character of a Verb as a Factor of its Word-Building Compatibility in the
Business English Discourse: Cluster Analysis



A large number of linguistic works devoted to identifying interconnections of system
elements testifies to the relevance of this field of study. However, it is worth noting that most of
them were performed on language material (vocabulary of the national English language, its
many sub-languages were studied). Studying the relevant patterns in speech seems to be an
equally interesting development plan for this field. This study aims to determine and describe the
phonemic characteristics of the English business discourse verbs, which affect the possibility of
their word-building compatibility. For this purpose, through correlation analysis (Cole’s
measure), correlations between phonemic and derivational features of the verb are revealed.
Further, these correlations act as a basis for constructing characteristic dendrograms with the
help of cluster analysis. The obtained dendrograms combine the identified phonemic factors by
the nature and degree of influence on the derivational activity of the English business discourse
verb.

Key words: business discourse,; correlation coefficient, cluster analysis; characteristic
dendrograms,; word-building compatibility; phonetic features.
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Objective and Subjective Evidence for Political Reality
in Autobiographical Discourse

The article surveys peculiarities of a political language personality’s autobiographical
discourse. Through the analysis of the autobiographical discourse, the specific features of the
genre are revealed; its peculiarities in objectifying political reality are detected. The study
material is a book of memoirs «Decision Points» by the 43d President of the USA George W.
Bush, in which he describes landmark events in his personal and professional life and tries to
explain what or who moved him forward in choosing complicated and provocative routes.

In the analyses the author identifies genre-forming features of works, as well as the
features in the objectification of political reality. The politician’s memoirs are distinguished not
through accurate narration of factual evidence as much as through the aim to develop a certain
view of the historical period in the reader and through the desire to cultivate a certain opinion in
them. For this reason the reminiscent must strike an ideal balance in supplying objective and
subjective evidence. A combination of unprejudiced narration and personal considerations, the
author’s reflections on his reasons for decision-making, admission of guilt and not being right in
some crucial moments add to the emotional disposition of the text and make it more convincing.
Pragmatic actuality is achieved through rendering historical and famous facts, dates, and
contemporary records.

Within this article the onomastic space of G.W. Bush’s memoirs has ben analysed, which
helps to reveal that most of the onyms (anthroponyms, zoonyms, chrematonyms, ethnonyms,
socionyms, ergonyms, toponyms) and to testify to their credibility. The conclusion is made that
the objective evidence is exposed to careful selection and is to accord with the pragmatic
intention of the subject of reminiscence; the subjective evidence allows to fill the text with
emotional substance and to plunge the reader in the thick of things.

Key words: discourse; autobiographical discourse; political reality;, language
personality, political language personality,; subjective and objective evidence.
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Family Name Socio-Pragmatic Informative Value
in the LiteraryWorks by H. Boll

The article is aimed at revealing the specificity of socio-pragmatic informative value of
literary anthroponyms used by H. Boll in his literary works. The study of the onyms mentioned in
such an aspect demonstrates the lack of comprehensive research. As a result, the findings
covered this aspect are dispersal in scientific and practical work. However, literary onyms are
considered to be semantic and text-forming units of a literary text and they are used to identify
and differentiate the persons on their social, cultural, and psychological background, as well as
to create the characters with national peculiarities.

The object of the study includes the contextual units representing the «family namesy
anthroponymic category. The data collected are based on the following literary works by H.
Boll: «Where Were You, Adam?» («Wo warst du, Adam?»), «Billiards at Half-Past Nine»
(«Billard um halb zehn»), «House without Guardians» («Haus ohne Hiitery), «The Clowny
(«Ansichten eines Clownsy). The continuous sampling method, qualitative-quantitative and
descriptive ones, component and contextual analysis have been used as study methodology.

The article contains certain essential results of the dissertation that have not been
published yet. It is established that family names used by H. Boll are a means of revealing the
following socio-pragmatic information: 1) the character’s nationality (a correlation between
literary family names and the real national anthroponymic system is revealed); 2) a
geographical location (family names with a typical sound and alphabetic composition that helps
to define the place where the events occur);, 3) social status (family names with the «vony
component indicate both the character’s social status and their relationship with other members
of the community); 4) a direct / indirect character’s description (family names with pure inner
forms of the words and an updated internal form and appellatively based family names).

Key words: literary anthroponym, family name; socio-pragmatic informational value;
character’s nationality; geographical location; social status; character’s direct description;
character’s indirect description.
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The King’s Mortars. Peculiarities of Development of the Siege Artillery Corpsin France
within the Period of Louis XIV's Reign

The study is based on the works of major European researchers and artillery
practitioners like L. Saint-Rémy and Sébastien de Vauban in the second half of the XVII century.
The article deals with the main aspects of the development of siege artillery in France during the
reign of King Louis XIV as the main factors of the military art transformation in the era of
«military revolution in Europe» in the context of the European absolutism formation, it
demonstrates the crucial role of the conflict that is manifested in the phenomenon of an arms
race.

The author primarily focuses on the problem of using high trajectory weapons such as
mortars, as well as their use and the possibilities of modernization. Attention is also paid to the
organizational problems including the formation of the French corps of siege artillery with
reference to the «fortification and artillery revolutiony in Europe.

Key words: fortification; artillery;, mortars, absolutism;, arms race; technological
innovations, diplomacy of force.
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A Victorian Lady in the Land of the Rising Sun:
the Image of Japan in Isabella Bird’s «Unbeaten Tracks in Japan»

The article is devoted to the image of Japan and the Japanese in the book «Unbeaten
Tracks in Japan» by Isabella Bird, a famous British traveler, a member of the Royal
Geographical Society, an author of a number of works written during her many travels. In April,
1878 the Victorian woman arrived in the Land of the Rising Sun. In the search for the «real»
Japan, she made her way through the countryside, in places where no European had ever set
foot. The traveler, accompanied by a guide, visited many places untouched by foreigners,
including Yozo (Hokkaido). The writer reflected the results of her impressions, observations and
research in letters to her sister. They became the basis of her work «Unbeaten Tracks in Japany,
which was created later.

Throughout the XIX century, the British Empire expanded its borders, seized new
territories and sought to strengthen its influence in other countries. For Japan, it was a period of
political, economic and cultural upheavals. It was the time of an active clash with a foreign
culture and rapid development. The Land of the Rising Sun entered the arena of international
relations that, of course, attracted the Europeans’ attention.

This article primarily examines Miss Bird’s perception of Japan, her assessment of
culture, politics, art, the Japanese’s life, their characters. An important factor is the comparison



of the image of «fabulousy Japan, which was created outside Japan, and the real Japan, where
the writer traveled.

Key words: Isabella Bird; Ito Tsuryukichi; woman-traveler, England; Britain; image of
Japan,; Anglo-Japanese relations; second half of the XIX century.
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Sunday Schools Organization in the Territory of Smolensk Governorate
on the Eve of the Great Reforms of Alexander II

The article deals with the activities of authorities and society in the process of creating
the first Sunday schools for the urban population (working children, boys, adults) of the Russian
Empire on the eve of the Great Reforms of Alexander II. It is shown that in modern
historiography, despite the existence of various government decisions on the organization and
management of Sunday schools, there is no consensus on the time of their establishment, as well
as the departmental status of the Ministry of Internal Affairs (MIA of Russia), the Ministry of
National Education (MNE) and the Russian Orthodox Church (ROC). The article stresses that
the opening and successful operation of Sunday schools required, first of all, proactive
representatives of the teaching community or interested individuals.

Previously unused materials of the State Archive of the Smolensk Region (GASO) assist
to analyze the initial stage of creating Sunday classes in the governorate and district centers of
the Smolensk region. On the ground this initiative came in the form of an instruction given by
MIA of Russia (in coordination with MNE) in 1860. It was supposed that «the establishment of
Sunday schools in cities should bring significant benefits to urban societies» and «these schools
should be run by local school directorsy. Thus, the article states that in the province it was MIA
of Russia, through the institute of the governorate, which was based on private initiative and
active participation of local intelligentsia and carried out the idea of creating Sunday schools
for working youth for their religious and moral education and primary education.

Key words: Sunday schools; provincial intelligentsia, young workers, religious and
moral education; primary education; Smolensk Governorate; Great Reforms of Alexander I1.
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Industry in the Urban Space of Pre-industrial Cherepovets, 1880-1940s

The article is devoted to the analysis of the industrial development dynamics in
Cherepovets in the late imperial period, during the revolution, the establishment of Soviet power
and the first Five-Year Plans of industrialization. The purpose of the study is to reconstruct
Cherepovets industrialization in the context of the urban space development in the 1880—1940s
before the construction of a metallurgical plant and gaining the status of an industrial center.

In the 1880-1940s Cherepovets industry mainly served the needs of the city and the
governorate. Small industries dominated in the city. They were located on the city outskirts, as
well as near local rivers. The present research is based on materials taken from the archives of
the Cherepovets Museum Association, the Cherepovets Documentation Storage Center, the
Russian State Historical Archive, and from official state statistics and periodicals. The analysis
of these documents allowed the author to study the dynamics of Cherepovets industry
development.

The article states that developmental peaks that were associated with a quantitative
increase in factories and plants in the city and that occurred on the eve and in the first years of
World War I, as well as in the second Five-Year Plan of Soviet industrialization. The decline in
industrial production was influenced by political events related to the end of World War I, the
revolution, the civil war, and the outbreak of the Great Patriotic War. They had a decisive
influence on the economy of the country and the city. In the period under the study the urban
space grew due to the expansion of urban outskirts, where industrial enterprises were built, and
the inclusion of neighboring villages in the urban area.



The results obtained in the study are significant for understanding the processes of the
industrial potential formation in Soviet industrial centers, as well as for the subsequent studies
devoted to the development of socio-environmental urban problems caused by industrialization.

Key words: historical urban science; industrialization; industrial development of the
city, provincial city, Cherepovets.
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Agricultural Labour Colonies of Smolensk Governorate, 1918-1929

Since the second half of the XVIII century a new view of the punishment purpose in
criminal law has been formed. According to the theory of the great Italian thinker and jurist C.
Beccarria the purpose of punishment «is not to torture and torment a person, but to prevent the
perpetrator from harming society again and to keep others from doing the samey. This
formulation of the definition gave a new impetus to the development of Russian penitentiary
system. New methods have been actively used to correct the prisoner. Gradually, work becomes
the main way to influence prisoners, its main task is to train prisoners to work and earn money
in honest way, to give them an opportunity to acquire some professional skills, so that after
serving their sentence they can more easily adapt to the life outside the correctional institution,
thereby it reduces the number of recidivism.

On November 22, 1918 the Central Punitive Department of the People’s Commissariat of
Justice of the RSFSR issued a circular «On the Creation of Agricultural Labor Colonies». As a
result, various colonies were created everywhere, including in Smolensk Governorate. In the
article the author describes types of agricultural activities carried out by the colonists in the
governorate, their work specifics, as well as the role of agricultural colonies in the domestic
penitentiary system in the 1920s.

Key words: agricultural colonies; Smolensk Governorate; penitentiary system, RSFSR.
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The Archive of Smolensk Diocesan Administration in Regional Historical Researches of
Spiritual Training and Education

Over the past decades history researchers of church-state relations have been doing
active work with archival sources. Newly opened documents are regularly published, shedding
light on certain problems. However, for various reasons, a huge layer of historical data is stored
in the archives of diocesan administration of the Russian Orthodox Church. The author
considers this research as an opportunity to significantly enrich knowledge of the religious
policy of the state in the XX century, the life of society, social institutions and the formation of
religious educational institutions.

From the researcher’s point of view, the development of religious education in post-
Soviet Russia, the Archive of Smolensk diocesan administration is of particular interest, since it
was the Diocese of Smolensk where a complete system of upbringing and education was formed
in a fairly short time, from kindergarten to a higher educational institution such as a seminary.
The sources under the research are considered in the process of the origin and development of
educational institutions. The method of structural analysis makes it possible to analyze the data
contained in the reports of religious educational institutions.

As a result, the author concludes that, despite the presence of certain difficulties, which
are usually not typical of state archives, the archive of Smolensk diocesan administration is an

important source of documents on the activities of religious institutions in Russia at the turn of
the XX=XXI centuries.

Key words: archive of Smolensk diocesan administration; state religious policy, system
of religious education, Diocese of Smolensk,; document management; reporting.
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Polish Camps for Red Army Prisoners of War in the 1919-1924s:
Modern Russian-Polish Approaches

The article discusses modern Russian and Polish historiography, devoted to the
organization, functioning and liquidation of Polish camps for the Red Army prisoners of war
who were captured during the Soviet-Polish War of 1919—1920. The history of the camps for the
Red Army prisoners of war Polish authors begin with the creation of German camps in Poland
during World War 1. After the repatriation the camps continued to contain interned members of
anti-Soviet armed groups and members of their families. Without considering the methodology of
establishing the total number of prisoners and deceased, the author raises the question of
interpreting the causes of the Red Army prisoners of war massive loss in Polish captivity. The
researchers’ opinions range from the objective impossibility of the Polish authorities to provide
prisoners with proper conditions to a targeted policy of destroying the Red Army soldiers by
famine, cold, and refusal of medical care.

Key words: historiography, Red Army prisoners of war, Polish camps, Polish captivity.
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