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A TEXT IN THE TEXT: TECHNIQUE IN THE SHORT STORIES BY I.A. BUNIN 

 

The article deals with a technique «a text in the text» in the stories by I.A. Bunin. Yu.M. 

Lotman in the article «A Text in the Text» showed that the text acts as a generator of meanings 

when it switches from one semiotic system to another. It happens, in particular, when a new 

external text is included in the semantic field of the «mother text», in which both subtexts interact 

and enter into dialogic relationships, they «transform and form new contents».  

The most illustrative examples of «a text in the text» are M. Bulgakov’s «The Master and 

Margarita» where chapters from the novel about Pontius Pilate are included in the novel about 

the Master and V. Nabokov’s novel «The Gift», which includes the text of the Godunov-

Cherdyntsev novel about Chernyshevsky. In Bunin's short stories it is a more difficult task to 

apply this technique. Nevertheless, Bunin used the «a text in the text» approach. The article 

gives examples of quotes taken from the Bible which play a text-forming role in the lyric essays 

of the writer. The article also highlights passages from «Grammar of Love» that serve as main 

mental events in this short story.  

Finally, the article discusses the inclusion of the text by G. de Maupassant in Bunin’s 

story «Bernard» that transforms the meaning of the Bunin’s story. In all three cases, the 

dialogue of the two texts allows the author to expand his artistic tasks, move from the statement 

of facts to reflection, turn the narrated into a mental event, and give the work a philosophical 

character.  

 

Key words: text in the text; «dialogue of texts»; narrative prose; mental event; poem in 

prose. 
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F.M. DOSTOEVSKY’S AND L.N. TOLSTOY’S LITERARY DEVICES IN THE WORKS 

BY MARK ALDANOV 

 

The article is devoted to the analysis of the literary devices used by F.M. Dostoevsky and 

L.N. Tolstoy in the works of Mark Aldanov in the context of I.A. Bunin’s influence.  

Aldanov appealed to some Dostoevsky’s ideas; however, he used elements of 

Dostoevsky’s poetics in his novels. For the analysis of Dostoevsky’s literary devices, the article 

studies the essay «The Murder of Uritsky», the novels «The Key», «The Beginning of the End», 

and «Origins». The tradition of Dostoevsky is traced in the essays with a plot about the murder, 

in the construction used in the dialogues of heroes-resonators in the novels. The article has 

discovered devices that bring Aldanov’s style closer to Tolstoy’s one in the novels «The 

Beginning of the End», «Live as You Please», «Origins», «Suicide». The devices include 

analytical psychologism, individualization of a character by the use of metaphor or metonymy, a 

personal’s history. Aldanov follows Tolstoy’s narrative manner in demonstrating panoramic 

thinking, giving images of ordinary people along with images of historical personalities.  

In most Aldanov’s novels, the attitude towards Dostoevsky, like the attitude towards 

Tolstoy, is conveyed through a character’s point of view. The novel «Live as you Please» 

demonstrates interaction of the devices applied by Dostoevsky and Tolstoy.  

Aldanov realized his place in the tradition of Russian classical literature, argued with the 

classics of Russian literature if they were not convincing in their ideas or aesthetic devices. The 

use of the devices of Russian classics is associated with Aldanov’s conservative worldview and 

orientation toward the moral and aesthetic heritage of the Russian literature of the XIX
th

 

century. Aldanov was able to overcome the distance between the style and worldviews of Tolstoy 

and Dostoevsky. 

 

Key words: M.A. Aldanov; I.A. Bunin; G.V. Adamovich; F.M. Dostoevsky; L.N. Tolstoy; 

Russian Emigration Literature; tradition; literary device; style. 
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RUSSIAN NATIONAL TYPE IN ALEXANDER TVARDOVSKY’S WORKS  

 

Ethnicity-specific features of mentality, axiological hierarchy, and language cultures are 

all the focal objects of the humanities. The notions of a national type, a character, and a hero 

are integral components of the ethnic aspect found in the culture. The studies of Russian 

literature give access to a source of «Russianness». Russian writers traditionally consider 

persistent traits of national consciousness and behavior as well as changes caused by historical 

and social factors. 

The article analyzes Alexander Tvardovsky’s oeuvre in relation to creating the national 

types, the images of Russian people who display traditional behavior patterns, as well as 

reflection of the consciousness archetypes and the notions of the ethnic ideal. Tvardovsky was 

distinguished by his analytical mentality and the willingness to give a profound socio-cultural 

characterization of his contemporaries and events, which he witnessed. The pivotal events like 

the October Revolution of 1917 and the Second World War changed the country and wielded 

influence on human identity, primarily on his inner qualities and self-esteem. Tvardovsky’s 

works centered on Russians and their adaptation to new social conditions amid the hardships of 

wartime. 

The article highlights special traits of the image of Vasily Tyorkin, a Russian man from 

the grassroots fighting on the frontline. It was this image that showed typical national features 

embodied in their ideal representation. In addition, the article examines images of Russian 

people, whom Tvardovsky described in the short story «The Stove-Setters». In the linguistic view, 

the author’s notion of ethnic ideal is expressed in the organization of the conceptual sphere that 

revolves around the axiologically charged concept lexemes defining the values of human 

existence. While the military themes in «Vasily Tyorkin» envision the concepts like duty, 

patience, energy, merriness, the conditions of peaceful life bring up the concepts of mastership, 

talent, culture. 

Tvardovksy’s works take on special significance in the epoch of globalization and global 

cultural uniformity which put the Russians in a situation where they face the importance of 

adapting to the contemporary social conditions and simultaneously preserving their ethnic 

identity. 

 



 

Key words: A. Tvardovsky’s works; national type; Russian character; archetype of ethnic 

consciousness; adaptation to social conditions; axiologiсally charged concept lexemes. 
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SMOLENSK POETIC SCHOOL AND THE RESEARCHERS:  

A.V. MAKEDONOV, V.S. BAEVSKY, V.V. ILYIN 

 

The article considers the problem of Smolensk poetic school (SPS) as a particular 

creative association; the hypothesis of its existence was offered as far back as in 1960 by an 

outstanding literary critic and our fellow countryman A.V. Makedonov in his book «Essays on 

the Soviet Poetry». Having analyzed the hypothesis, the author can determine its motives. A.V. 

Makedonov’s views on the SPS and its founders like A.T. Tvardovsky, M.V. Isakovsky, N.I. 

Rylenkov who largely helped to delineate a priority attitude to the poets and their literary 

surrounding at the level of the Smolensk region and of the entire Russia as well.  

On the basis of some reliable archival sources and printed matter the present article 

considers the viewpoints on SPS. They belong to A.V. Makedonov’s friend and close associate – 

Vadim S. Baevsky, a famous literary scholar, specialist in the field of poetry and the founder of 

Smolensk school of philology, whose research confirmed the above-mentioned hypothesis and 

turned it into a theory. The sources of the «school» were also traced by one of the leading 

researchers of A.T. Tvardovsky’s creative heritage – Victor V. Ilyin. He singled out traditions of 

SPS, extended the circle of the inherent poets and outlined the prospects of further studies.  

The article demonstrates present-day assessments of SPS by Smolensk literary scholars. 

It is noteworthy that certain linguists, having analyzed the heritage of the founders of SPS and 

their nearest circle at the onomastic level, confirmed the existence of the «school». The 

peculiarities of Smolensk poets’ creations make it possible to speak about the significance of SPS 

against the background of Soviet and Russian literature as a whole. This significance, in its turn, 

supposes further research of Smolensk authors’ creative activities both by literary scholars and 

linguists. 

 

Key words: Smolensk poetic school; hypothesis; history; traditions; A.V. Makedonov; 

V.S. Baevsky; V.V. Ilyin. 
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THE COLOR IMAGE OF «A PERSONAL SERIES» 

 

The article is devoted to the analysis of color terms in the poetry belonged to the 

participants of the literary association «Persona» (Smolensk). The research material was a 

«Personal Series» of eleven poetic books. The analysis showed that poets primarily recreate 

black and white signs of space, thereby creating a graphic image of the world. The 

predominance of white and black colors is associated with the motive of creation, creativity, and 

an image of the text on the page. The second place due to the quantity is occupied by red gamut 

represented not so much by repeating lexemes as by a wide variety of color names.  

The article separately studies individual author’s color preferences, fixed in repeating 

lexical combinations and the stable lexical environment of some color terms. The functioning of 

common color lexical combinations for different authors is considered. Such an approach allows 

the authors to get closer to understanding both cognitive processes and mechanisms of a 

separate text and a hypertext formation. Lexical combinations to a much greater extent than the 

commonality of color thinking mark the deep connections between texts of different authors. 

These connections may depend on the mutual influence of poets both from the book perception of 

their work and under the influence of personal communication, including, within the same 

literary community, an example of the literary association «Persona». 

 

Key words: modern poetry; literary association «Persona»; «Personal series»; poetics of 

color; lexical combinations. 
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THE RUSSIAN-SPEAKING POPULATION AND THE SPHERES OF THE RUSSIAN 

LANGUAGE USAGE IN THE XINJIANG UYGUR AUTONOMOUS REGION  

OF CHINA(THE MIDDLE OF THE XIX – EARLY XXI CENTURIES) 

 

The article is devoted to the study of the Russian language in China, namely in the 

Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region of China from the middle of the XIX to the beginning of the 

XXI centuries. The author examines waves of emigration from Russia to north-western China 

due to socio-historical factors and the spheres of the Russian language usage in the Xinjiang 

Uygur Autonomous Region during this period. 

The aim of this article is to study the functioning features of the Russian language in 

north-western China, namely in the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region, from the middle of the 

XIX to the beginning of the XXI centuries against the background of the history of the Russian-

speaking population emergence in north-western China. 

The main sources of the study are published scientific materials on the history of the 

Russian colony in Xinjiang, as well as materials from the scientific expedition to the Xinjiang 

Uygur Autonomous Region of China, carried out by the group of researchers of the Russian 

language in China with the author’s participation in July 2018. The materials were studied by 

means of field, linguistic and personological, descriptive, and narrative methods of scientific 

research. 

The author comes to the conclusion that the use of the main life activity spheres 

(everyday, religious, educational, production and cultural ones) by the Russian speaking 

population of Xinjiang have had a qualitative effect not only on the ethnicity preservation of the 

Russian-speaking population, but also on the preservation of the Russian language in this 

Chinese region. The results of this work will be useful for further research of the Russian 

language in north-western China, since the specifics of the Russian language functioning in this 

foreign region still remains a «white spot» in Russian and foreign sociolinguistics and linguistic 

emigrant studies. 

 

Key words: sociolinguistics; the Russian language in China; waves of emigration; 

spheres of language usage. 
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RUSSIAN BORROWINGS IN CHINESE IN TERMS OF LANGUAGE CONTACT 

 

The language is an instrument of contact and communication between peoples of all 

countries in the world. «Language contact» is a result of frequent communication between native 

speakers of different languages. It is interaction and interinfluence of two or more languages on 

each other in interpersonal communication. The factors affecting the language contact are 

diverse. They are contact between ethnic groups and social contact. The language contact 

primarily means reciprocal contact, conducted with the direct or indirect language use by 

people. In a social-language activity, people directly use the spoken language for 

communication or its written form for information exchange, based on various communication 

needs. The language contact is an inevitable phenomenon in the process of language 

development, and only when a language is in contact with other national languages, it can 

interact with the cultures of other nations for its enrichment and development. The language 

contact is a contact, interaction and interchange between two or more languages in interethnic 

communication. For a long time Russia and China have had mutual exchanges in their politics, 

economics, army, culture, etc. Due to the fact that the Russian and Chinese people maintain 

close contact, many words of the Russian language have been borrowed from Chinese. These 

borrowings in the Russian language continue to adapt to the needs of public life and they are 

used in people’s communication. This is the result of the Russian-Chinese language contact.  

 

Key words: language contact; Russian language; Chinese language; Russian-Chinese 

language contact; borrowings from the Russian language. 
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NATIVE NAMES OF BUSHES IN THE DIALECTS  

OF NOTHERN EUROPEAN RUSSIA 

 

The article is devoted to the names of the shrubs and bushes in the dialects of European 

North of Russia. The whole complex of lexemes is analyzed in relation to the origin and semantic 

connections of the words. The article determines the etymological origins of the key lexeme in 

the group – «a bush» with a reconstructed meaning «to stand, to stick out of the ground» . The 

research describes dialect derivatives of the root «kust-«. The author identifies contaminated 

words on the basis of the seme «dense». Northern Russian dialect names of the bush or shrub 

are considered in the onomasiological, semasiological, and lexical aspects. The article performs 

analysis of collective forms derived from «vitsa» as a flexible man-made rod, a branch, and 

«prut» as «a thin broken or cut branch without leaves» with Slavic origin. The active use of 

Russian roots like «ros- / rost- / rast-» of Indo-European antiquity is noted. Moreover, the article 

describes numerous species names. The largest number of nominations is discovered for the 

willow shrub: five roots are involved. The root «iv-« in dialects appears both in the original 

version and with metathesis (>«vi-»). In Northern Russian dialect zone the most active word 

formations are derived from the proto-Slavic origin of the root «bred-«. They form an extensive 

word-formation nest. The author interprets species appellative names of juniper, cherry bush, 

rose hip, hawthorn, gooseberry, hazel bushes. The article points out a wide use of names used to 

describe a dense bush with a root «chap- / tsap-» in the dialects of European North of Russia. 

The article analyzes the lexemes used to name the shrubs growing on the hills. The most 

numerous words are the names of water-bushes. Secondary names of shrubs and bushes growing 

on the hills or in the forests and marshlands are more rarely used. Descriptive names of scrup in 

abandoned fields are used in only one context. Pragmatic and metaphorical names are 

infrequent. 

 

Key words: lexeme; semantics; meaning; the Russian language, Nothern European 

Russia. 
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SYNONYMY OF STABLE PHRASES IN THE DICTIONARY OF SMOLENSK 

DIALECTS: THE ANALYSIS EXPERIENCE  

 

The attention of modern linguistics to the study of verbal representatives of the mental 

essence (both individual and collective one) of the native speakers involves an appeal to all 

subsystems of the national language where territorial dialects take a significant part.  



 

The analysis of dialect linguistic units possessing linguistic and cultural value is 

considered as a necessary way for the study of people’s worldview and perception of the world, 

national mentality as a whole. The ability of stable phrases (phraseological units) to preserve 

and express a native speaker’s attitude to the world around them is the basis for the use of the 

analysis of folk phraseology as a way of penetration into a speaker’s spiritual world. Volumetric 

representation of the external and internal peculiarities of stable phrases allows the author to 

get their systematization in the form of phraseosemantic field consisting of different kinds singled 

out in phraseosemantic groups.  

The article deals with stable phrases of synonymic value recorded in the Dictionary of 

Smolensk dialects and stable phrases forming a phraseosemantic group. These phrases are 

analyzed taking into account the semantic structure of the key word, the characteristics of the 

dependent word, and the method of forming phraseological semantics. On the example of the 

analysis of phrases with the key word «bit’» and a synonymic series with the semantic dominant 

«bezdel’nichat’», the article discusses the peculiarities of phraseological nomination in 

Smolensk dialects and confirms a high level of connotativity and evaluation in the folk 

phraseology. 

 

Key words: dialectology; Smolensk dialects; phraseology; stable phrase; stable 

combination; synonymic row; phraseosemantic field, polysemy; connotativity. 
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GENDER FEATURES OF RUSSIAN SERVICEMEN’S NICKNAMES  

(BASED ON SMOLENSK NICKNAMES) 

 

Nowadays, due to the developed geopolitical situation, the study of a representative’s 

identity in the armed forces is actively conducted. So, the psychological portrait of the 



 

serviceman has already been studied in details. The studies in linguistic aspect are conducted: 

they consider the features of military sublanguage – slang. A representative’s language 

personality in the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation is also actively studied.  

This article gives a short review of the study of the language identity peculiar to Russian 

servicemen through a prism of gender perception. The author examines the experience of a 

gender research in foreign and domestic linguistics with the purpose to single out the direction 

of gender consideration corresponding to the closed military society. The analysis of gender 

features belonged to the language identity of Russian servicemen is carried out in connection 

with objective prevalence of men’s contingent in the military collective and with specificity of the 

moral and psychological relationship in it which is characterized by a set of factors, including a 

personality’s gender component. Consideration of gender specifics is made on live material – 

the military nicknames, active informal identifiers collected by a questioning method and direct 

interviewing in the military units within the military higher education institution.  

For the first time the live actual nickname material analyzed in terms of gender 

distinctions in the military environment allows the author to single out semantic and 

grammatical features of a gender manifestation in the military nicknames. In addition, the study 

of onomastic fullness of the concepts «man» and «woman» in the closed environment makes it 

possible to give more detailed characteristics to the sociolinguistic processes that happen in 

modern Russian society. The study findings can be used in the lectures on special courses and 

special seminars on cultural linguistics, sociolinguistics, linguistic gender studies and during 

creation of educational and methodical manuals including the theory of the language 

personality. 

 

Key words: nickname; Russian serviceman; military environment; gender; gender 

approach; semantic features. 
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ANDREI KOLESNIKOV’S IRONIC JOURNALISTIC DISCOURSE:  

BASIC AUTHORIAL INTENTIONS AND THEIR IMPLEMENTATION  

IN THE PRINTED MEDIA TEXT 

 

This article is devoted to the study of the ironic journalistic discourse used by Andrei 

Kolesnikov, a special correspondent for the newspaper «Kommersant». The research material 

includes printed journalist media texts created in the genre of an ironic report, A. Kolesnikov is 

one of the founders of this genre. The article considers irony as an obligatory element of many 

discourses, including journalism, as a way of journalist’s worldview.  

The key concept of the undertaken research is the concept of authorial intention proposed 

by N.I. Klushina. It is noted that three leading intentions of the main types of media discourse 

interact in a special way – information (information discourse), persuasion (journalistic 

discourse), entertainment (entertainment discourse) in the ironic journalistic discourse. The 

article emphasizes that the ideological dominants of these discourses in the ironic journalistic 

discourse interact forming symbiosis of information, worldview ideologies and entertaining, 

paradoxical facts.  

The article identifies and analyzes frequency language means and techniques for creating 

comic and ironic effects in the modern journalistic media text in general and in the texts by A. 

Kolesnikov in particular. The author proposes a methodology for studying the representation of 

intentional categories of interpretation, evaluativeness and tonality in media texts, draws 

conclusions about the influence and interaction of the basic intentions of media discourse and an 

ironic journalist’s authorial intentions as an established trend in modern journalistic discursive 

practices. 

 

Key words: media stylistics; media text; the author’s intention; irony; media discourse; 

ironic journalistic discourse. 
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THE LINGUISTIC WORLD VIEW OF BALLADS WRITTEN IN ENGLISH. 

NATIONAL AND CULTURAL PECULIARITIES 

 

The article deals with the study of linguistic word view representation of national and 

cultural peculiarities in the texts of ballads written in English. National and cultural constituents 

are formed under the influence of factors connected with cultural tradition, social situation, and 

society life environment. The language records the historical experience of every nation’s 

assimilation in the world, which is determined by the culture and reflects its national 

peculiarities. It is presented in genre modifications of ballads and realized in some differences of 

lexical nominations of objects, phenomena and processes of the reality. Representatives of 

different national cultures have different ways of the reality realization and evaluation. It is 

proved by the results of cognitive and creative activities which are fixed in the linguistic 

representation of basic meanings in literary texts.  

 

Key words: ballad; literary word view; linguistic world view; genre; culture; national 

culture; cultural heritage. 
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THE QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS OF STYLE: PART OF SPEECH FREQUENCIES 

DISTRIBUTION IN THE TEXTS BY H. LONGFELLOW 

 

The necessity to utilize the methods of quantitative linguistics in the research of an 

individual style has become generally accepted. Over more than a century of development of 

stylometry (at first in the form of an exclusively practical discipline applying a limited number of 

indices, then as a separate direction in science possessing an extensive inventory of statistical 

methods) substantial experience of the text analysis has been acquired. Still one of the basic 

methodological problems has not been solved yet but it has become even more pressing in the 

course of development of OCR technology. It is the problem of the analyzed text representation 

as a sum of words lacking structure, i.e. bag of words. 

The paper deals with the distribution of frequencies of morphological classes of words in 

the first and the last predominantly stressed positions in early verse texts by a famous American 

romantic poet H. Longfellow. The aim of the study is to find out if the obtained data on the 

features of the abovementioned positions in verse line provides additional information about 

authorial style and if it allows a solution to stylometric problems. 

The results show that the distribution of words that belong to different parts of speech in 

the vertical dimension of a verse text is not random and reflects tendencies which have 

meaningful interpretation.  

The calculated exponential functions demonstrate a high level of approximation which 

tells the author about a non-random character of PoS distribution in the initial and final 

positions in verse line. The texts scatterplot in the space of coefficients of the calculated 

exponential functions provides a highly explicit differentiation the poems which Longfellow 

included in different collections. 

Distribution of texts in the space of the functions coefficients makes it possible to reveal 

the opposition between different PoS distribution in the initial and final positions. 

Thus, the analysis of vertical distribution of morphological classes of words in the initial 

and final strong positions in a verse can reveal mechanisms of verse text formation including 

those correlated with semantic aspects peculiar to authorial style which are not registered 

otherwise. Besides, the obtained data can become the basis for style comparison and authorship 

attribution. 

 



 

Key words: individual style; quantitative analysis; power function; distribution; 

morphological classes of words. 
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DISCOURSIVE DYNAMICS OF A COMMUNICATIVE EVENT 

(BASED ON THE ELECTION CAMPAIGNS IN DIFFERENT COUNTRIES) 

 

The article considers issues of media coverage during election campaigns in different 

countries from the dynamic point of view. The study demonstrates that the representation of 

elections as a communicative event confirmed that the discursive linear trends can be 

conventionally denoted as americanization, competition, politicization and personalization etc. 

In its progress they include representing campaigns where more attention is paid to the political 

issues, as well as focusing on the unequal representation of elections as communicative event by 

state and private media groups.  

Regular dynamic changes in the information environment are discussed by the political, 

communicative and media linguistic researchers, as well as by the representatives of other 

scientific fields. Such distinctive qualities of conducting election campaigns as americanization, 

politicization, professionalization, emotionalization determine a number of political strategies 

aimed at reflecting, describing and evaluating the media events. At the same time, the article 

focuses on reflecting not only current, but also long-term trends.  

However, the issue of the media coverage during electoral campaigns in media is still not 

exhaustively covered. The dynamic nature of the election means that the media coverage 

changes exactly as much as they are perceived as long-term events. The dynamics of long-term 



 

information coverage is also important and concerns the long-term analysis of politically 

motivated decisions. Short-term dynamics, as a rule, covers current reflections of the aggregated 

states of media events.  

The paper examines in detail further dynamics of the media coverage within the borders 

of the election campaign and offers a comparison of the so-called «longitudinal perspective». An 

attempt is made to establish level differences between them in the dynamic manifestations. The 

used research algorithm is supplemented by existing methods of study and by referring to the 

dynamic states that are typical for modern media communication. The examples of the 

«dynamic» media states during election campaigns in the USA, Germany, Russia and Ukraine 

confirm the important features regarding current assessments of the electoral field, which is the 

basis for updated empirical conclusions. 

 

Key words: election; communicative event; discursive analysis; discursive dynamics; 

personalization; americanization; compression of information flow. 
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SOME PECULIARITIES OF PHRASEOLOGICAL UNITS SEMANTIC SPACE 

TRANSFORMATION IN THE PROCESS OF TRANSLATION OF THE ENGLISH 

LITERARY TEXT 

 

The article is dedicated to revealing of some influence peculiarities that the process of 

translation exercises over the semantic space of phraseological units of the English literary text 

through the example of O. Wild’s novel «The Picture of Dorian Gray». In the theoretical part of 

the research different classifications of phraseological units are analyzed and the conclusion is 

made, mostly due to methodological reasons, that the wider interpretation of phraseological 

units including not only set phrases but also proverbs, sayings and aphorisms is preferred.  

Then the two main aspects of the semantic space of phraseological units are 

differentiated: relevant semantic characteristics being the structural components of the semantic 

space and statistically relevant correlations grouping the structural components into mutually 

opposed classes. Within the first aspect the two groups of semantic features are defined: 

categorical features and criteria features. The former represent the most abstract characteristics 

referring phraseological units to the basic social categories that take their manifestation in the 

novel. These features are constant by nature as they do not suffer any transformations within the 



 

process of translation. Within the classification given by T.N. Fedorenko the four categorical 

features are indicated: «Philosophical», «Moral-ethical», «Everyday» and «Aesthetic». The 

criteria (transformational) features are not constant as they reflect the semantic changes of the 

phraseological units in the text of translation. On the basis of the classification by V.N. 

Komissarov the four criteria semantic features are differentiated: «Concretization», 

«Generalization», «Semantic elaboration» and «Antonymic translation».  

The second aspect of the semantic space implying the grouping of the semantic features 

into mutually opposed complexes is realized due to the synthesis of statistic methods of 

correlational analysis and cluster analysis. As a result the four mutually opposed clusters are 

revealed and each cluster consists of two features: one categorical feature and one criteria 

feature. 

 

Key words: phraseological unit; literary text; translation; semantic space; categorical 

and criteria semantic features; cluster analysis’.  
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THE SEMANTIC WORLDPICTURE OF ANGLOSAXONIC MENTALITY 

MODELLED BY THE CORRELIONAL SYSTEM OF VERBAL FEATURES  

IN ENGLISH 

 

The proposed article is based upon the hypothesis that the semantical system of verbal 

features in English hermeneutically reflects certain relevant characteristics of the AngloSaxon 

national mentality which took shape in the XVII century, marked by the installation of New 

English in the linguistical sphere and the formation of modern scientific cognition under the 

decisive influence of I. Newton in the great Revolution in the natural sciences. The concept of 

motion is taken as the basic diagnostical notion of the new style of thought. The idea of motion 

as a change in the spatial relations between material objects, devoid of any psychic 

characteristics, constitutes the essemce of the notion of a purely «energic» process, which lies at 

the mental basis of the XVII century and serves as a foundation for a multilevel system of verbal 

features, the structure of which is adequately modelled by correlational analysis. 



 

The verbal system in English, as in other languages, bears in itself a certain semantical 

worldpicture. The aim of the present article is to propose a rendering of the main characteristics 

of this worldpicture through an examination of the specific peculiarities of its correlational 

structure and to attempt an evaluation of its objective validity degree.  

One of the motivations of our investigation was to elaborate certain prerequisites of a 

synthetical methodology allowing a conjunction of evidential data from various scientific 

sources, mainly the humanities, promoting a hermeneutical interpretation of objective 

culturological phenomena from the language. 

 

Key words: the trinomial clusteral structure of the verbal system: energic, informational 

and sociological clusters of verbal features; conject; adject; national mentality; hermeneutical 

implication; synthetical methodology of the humanities and natural sciences. 
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UNIVERSAL AND SPECIFIC FEATURES IN METAPHORICAL PROJECTIONS  

OF GERMAN AND RUSSIAN SPORTS DISCOURSE 

 

The article deals with the peculiarities of German and Russian sports discourse 

functioning by the example of metaphorical representations. Metaphor is not only an important 

mechanism for cognition and communication, at the same time it functions as a cultural code 

which enables linguists to discover universal and nationally coloured concepts, discourse areas 

fixed in the collective identity and so on.  

It is possible to determine a degree of distinctive and universal character of German 

and Russian sports discourse in three basic directions: analysis of interdiscourse projections; 

identification of metaphorical borrowings; study of metaphorical «import» of sports concepts in 

the «intradepartmental» communicative area created inside the sports discourse. The study 

makes it possible to get as accurate results as possible due to comparative perspective applied to 

research one of the most essential areas of sports communication – sports jargon, which 

distinguishes itself against the general background by its bright, vivid and sometimes 

provocative metaphors. As observations have showed, the given level of the discourse has both 

zones of coincidence and difference in metaphorical representation of facts, events, phenomena 

embedded in the sports worldview by the participants of sports discourse.  

The article aims at promoting the discussion about the issue whether it should be 

spoken of the existence of one discourse presented in different languages or of a diversity found 

in discourses associated with one topic and studied as parallel in any language.  

 

Key words: sports discourse; sports communication; metaphorical projections; cross-

cultural communication. 
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THE FIRST CRUSADE OF THE CHRISTIAN EMPEROR? 

 

The author of the article makes another attempt to analyze the sources related to the 

usurpation of Eugenius and the following war between him and the Emperor Theodosius I (392–

394 A.D.) in the light of new approaches and interpretations appearing during the last years in 

foreign historiography. The main purpouse is to relate the real picture of the events with its 

presentation to the public opinion by the Christian writers of the time close to these events.  

The author comes to the conclusion that the usurpation of Eugenius was not aimed at the 

restoration of paganism and was not accompanied by so called «pagan revival», but the regime 

followed the tolerance principal which in its former form did not suit the Christian Church. A 

religious factor was not the reason of the conflict between Theodosius and Eugenius, which was 

just a usual civil war for the Later Roman Empire and was not a clash of the pagan troops with 

the Christian troops, therefore there is no ground for calling this war «the crusade» of the 

Christian emperor against paganism.  

However, the hierarchy of the Christian Church in western part of the Roman Empire 

found it convenient to regard this war as the event, finishing the fight of Christianity with 

paganism and signifying the transformation of the Christianizing Roman Empire into the 

Christian Roman Empire. For this purpouse Ambrose of Milan tried to intentionally emphasize 

the religious factor, the «apostasy» of Eugenius, some revitalization of pagan cults amid the 

tolerance policy and even the symbolism of the Roman military units.  

The victory of Theodosius was interpreted by the bishop as the triumph of Christianity 

over paganism and just such an interpretation of events was accepted in the Christian Church. 

By that time the Church had a wide and powerful range of means how to influencу on the public 

consciousness, therefore the religious interpretation of the civil war between Theodosius and 

Eugenius was widespread in the entire Christian world by the beginning of the V century. 

 

Key words: Later Roman Empire; Emperor Theodosius I; Ambrose of Milan; usurper 

Eugenius; Arbogast; Flavian; Battle of the Frigidus; paganism; Christianity; Christianization. 
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FROM AUTONOMY TO INTEGRATION – FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  

OF THE KINGDOM OF POLAND 1815–1863  (TO THE QUESTION OF THE STATE-

LEGAL STATUS OF THE KINGDOM WITHIN THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE) 

 

The study of Polish and Russian-Polish relations history, the economic and financial 

policies of the Russian government in the Kingdom of Poland in the XIX century, to one degree 



 

or another, is influenced by the discussion about the features of the national, social and political 

situation of the «outskirts of the Russian Empire» and their relationship with the «imperial 

center», and about the specifics of the legal and administrative status of these territories.  

The study of the financial institutions of the Kingdom of Poland and Russia as one of the 

most important components of government is necessary for the understanding of the fundamental 

laws of the processes happened during capitalist transformation of economic and social 

relations in Eastern and Central Europe, as well as for the study of evolution of the states and 

reforms of higher and central institutions that were taking place at that time. The reforms of 

public administration, including financial institutions, of the first third of the XIX century took 

place in Russia and in the Kingdom of Poland and led to a more complicated structure, 

increased bureaucratization of the financial sector. At the same time, the ministerial principle of 

management was approved in financial departments, which implied the individual responsibility 

of the minister and the presence of ministry bodies at all levels of state and local government.  

The study of structural changes in the financial department allows the researchers to 

analyze specific ways and methods of using financial and credit leverage ensuring the strength 

of the financial system and the effective functioning of the economy. The structure of the 

financial institutions of the Kingdom of Poland, based on the organizational foundation laid 

back in the period of the Dutchy of Warsaw and in contact with the financial structures of the 

empire in the process of reform, shows that a fairly effective system was organized in the 

Kingdom to reduce the budget deficit and ensure economic development. However, in the first 

half of the XIX century following the political integration, the process of financial institutions 

unification was continuing, which entirety developed after the suppression of the Polish uprising 

(1860–1870) during the period of the Great Reforms in Russia and Poland. 

 

Key words: The Russian Empire in the first half of the XIX century; legal and 

administrative status of the Kingdom of Poland; autonomy; economic and financial policy; 

structure of financial institutions; integration. 
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THE FORMATION OF THE INSTITUTE OF POLICE CHIEFS AT THE END  

OF THE XVIII – THE FIRST THIRD OF THE XIX CENTURIES IN RUSSIAN 

PROVINCIAL TOWNS (BASED ON MATERIALS OF SMOLENSK PROVINCE) 

  

The article analyzes the implementation of the state policy in the field of reorganization 

of police activities in the towns of the Russian province on the example of Smolensk. The authors 

set a goal to restore the personnel and activities of police chiefs in Smolensk at the end of the 

XVIII – first third of the XIX centuries with the help of the analysis of normative-legal acts 

regulating the sphere of police activities and narrative sources, that did not entered into the wide 

scientific revolution, deposited in the State Archive of the Smolensk region and the Russian State 

Historical Archive. 



 

The current office documentation of the higher state bodies (The Ministry of Internal 

Affairs), local government bodies (Smolensk Treasury Chamber), official lists of police chiefs, as 

well as documentation of the charitable organization «The Estate of Trustees of Charity ruined 

by the enemy in 1812».  

The authors consider that the ideas of enlightened absolutism were reflected in the 

activities of the police, reformed during the reign of Catherine II. As a result of the reforms 

carried out by Catherine I, Paul I, and Alexander I, a system of administrative and police bodies 

was formed in the Russian province, which showed its viability during the first half of the XIX 

century.  

The article has establied time of this position introduction in the towns of the Russian 

province and in Smolensk. The authors define personal staff of police chiefs in the declared 

period, their professional and personal destiny after leaving a position. The article has defines 

the competence of the first Smolensk police chiefs and studied their activity in the first third of 

the XIX
 
century. The authors conclude that the first Smolensk police officers played a significant 

role in the organization of public safety and order in the Russian province of the period claimed 

for the study. 

 

Key words: police; police chiefs; towns of the Russian province at the end of the XVIII
 
– 

first third of XIX centuries; Smolensk province.  
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THE RESIDENTS OF SMOLENSK PROVINCE WERE THE FIRST TO APPRECIATE 

HIS TALENT AS A DOCTOR 

(L. MANDILENI (1788–1860), A SWISS DOCTOR IN RUSSIA) 

 

This article is the first attempt to reconstruct the biography of Louis-Philippe-Joseph 

Mandileni, a Swiss doctor (1788–1860). It is based on the memoirs and publication of private 

correspondence, periodicals of the XIX century, materials of the Russian State Historical 

Archive and the State Archive of the Smolensk region.  

On the example of Mandileni, the author considers possibilities of the foreign doctor’s 

work in Russia in the reign of Nikolai I. The foreigner had to pass an exam at the Medical and 

Surgical Academy to confirm his qualifications, then, as a rule, he began the practice of a 

private doctor and only after that he could enter the public service. Biography of L.-F.-Zh. 

Mandileni is an example of the foreign specialist’s successful career. He was a doctor in a 

landowner’s estate in the province and then director of the Orthopedic Institute in Moscow, 

cavalier man of the Russian Orders of St. Stanislav of the second degree and St. Vladimir of the 

fourth degree, a nobleman recorded in Russian nobility book (in Moscow region).  

The article shows that due to Mandileni’s efforts, the organization of the Orthopedic 

Institute, one of the first domestic institutions specializing in this new field of medicine in Russia, 

was a thoughtful act. The foreign doctor was highly qualified to open this Institution. He 

carefully studied European experience in order to realize the best achievements of western 

orthopedics in a complex. The article reflects the attention paid to Mandileni’s initiative by the 

imperial family, representatives of the Russian aristocracy, as well as European colleagues and 

travellers. The author notes the role of the Swiss doctor in the introduction of gymnastics to 

educational institutions of Russia. Even starting his medical practice in Russia in Smolensk 

countryside, Mandileni had the reputation of a professional in medicine and a man of high 

personal qualities among local nobles, which was confirmed in the future. 

 

Key words: foreigners in Russia; Swiss; L. Mandileni; foreign doctors; Russian 

province; Orthopedic Institute in Moscow; history of orthopedics; history of domestic 

gymnastics; Smolensk province; first half of the XIX century. 
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THE POSITION OF THE EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS NETWORK  

IN THE SMOLENSK REGION ON THE EVE OF THE REFORM IMPLEMENTATION 

IN THE EDUCATION FIELD BY ALEXANDER II  

 

The article examines the position of educational institutions of the Smolensk region in the 

period preceding the educational reform of Alexander II. On the basis of archival sources of the 

State Archive of the Smolensk region (GASO), statistical data and materials from publications of 

«Smolensk Province Records», the author considers the situation in Smolensk gymnasium, eight 

districts, as well as parish, rural, private, including women’s, educational institutions located in 
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the province. The article analyzes the most significant materials of reports, statements and 

finance records compiled by Smolensk school directorate, administrations of gymnasiums, 

parish and district schools, as well as full-time school superintendents who were accountable to 

different departments. 

The data obtained as a result of the study suggests that the number of existing schools on 

the eve and at the very beginning of the Great Reforms tended to be seriously reduced. This 

decrease particularly affected primary schools owned by the landowners or the schools for 

which peasant societies were responsible. The research materials provide data on the quantity 

and class of students in Smolensk gymnasium, district, parish and rural schools, as well as the 

quantity of teachers conducting classes in the above educational institutions. In the article 

statistics are presented for the period before and after the start of the reform of the educational 

institutions network.  

Ultimately, the author of the article concludes that the education reform observed a 

rather painful process of a significant (almost two-fold) reduction in the number of primary 

schools and the quantity of students. This situation was clearly not in line with the aspirations of 

the provincial government and the pedagogical community, they were aimed at further 

developing and improving the work of the educational institutions network in the Smolensk 

region. 

 

Key words: Smolensk province; Russian province; education system; educational 

institutions of Smolensk province; students’ social composition; Smolensk men’s gymnasium; 

county and parish schools; reform of Alexander II in the education field. 
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ZEMSTVO RURAL POST OF RUSSIA AND ITS LEGAL REGULATION 

 

The article is devoted to the development of Zemstvo post in Russia in the second half of 

the XIX
 
– early XX centuries. The main attention is paid to its legislative regulation in the 

conditions of the state post existence, duality of policy of the Russian monarchy in relation to 

Zemstvo self-government and uncertainty of its legal status. The author shows that the state 

power, due to the social character of Zemstvo self-government, legislatively limited the nature of 

correspondence sent by Zemstvo post and imposed a ban on the use of Zemstvo postal routes. 

The restrictive laws on Zemstvo post were a manifestation of the general policy of the state 

power in relation to Zemstvo self-government and the desire of the Postal Department to protect 

the state post from the competition of Zemstvo post.  

In the first years of Zemstvo institutions existence, Zemstvo post developed on the basis of 

common approaches to the implementation of Zemstvo duties. There was no special legislation 

regulating the development of the Zemstvo post. It was created in the early 1870s and lasted 

until 1917. The development of Zemstvo post was caused by socio-economic modernization of 

Russia in the reform era and the need for sustainable postal service. Zemstvo post office was 

closed within the uyezd. It was a rural post office that operated in the territory where there was 

no state post. Despite significant restrictions on the part of the Postal Department, Zemstvo post 

achieved significant success and was a significant factor in Russian modernization. 

 



 

Kea words: reforms of the second half of the XIX century; modernization in Russia; 

Zemstvo; postal department; Zemstvo post. 
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SOVIET WAR PRISONERS IN POLISH CAPTIVITY (1919–1920):  

MAIN DIRECTIONS OF MODERN RUSSIAN AND POLISH HISTORIOGRAPHY 

 

The article discusses main issues of modern (since the 1990s) historiography devoted to 

the fate of Red Army men captured during the Polish-Soviet War (1919–1920) and imprisoned in 

the Polish camps in the 1919–1922s. The attempts to objectively highlight this issue, which is 

one of the controversial aspects of the common history of Russia and Poland, are being made at 

the government level by creating bilateral working research groups and publishing documents 

and developing a unified approach.  

Nowadays fundamental differences between Russian and Polish historians in a number of 

issues are clearly visible. The total number of captured prisoners is 157,000 according to 

Russian experts and 80,000–110,000 according to Polish claims. The number of the dead in the 

captivity ranged from 25,000–28,000 to 60,000–83,500 according to the estimates given by 

Russian historians. However, Polish authors insist on 16,000–18,000 people.  

Fundamental disagreement is caused by the cause of mass mortality in the Red Army. 

According to the Polish, this was caused by some objective reasons into which the Polish 

authorities were not involved, according to the Russian – the death of thousands of young men 

was caused by horrific life and sanitary conditions, cruel reprisals and connivance of the 

authorities, which led to massive epidemics, when mortality reached 60%. Polish authors dispute 

the definition of the Tuchola prisoner of war camp as a «death camp» where 22,000 people died. 

They claim about a number of less than 2,000 people. The article highlights the research 

conducted by G.F. Matveyev, a leading Russian researcher who consistently deals with the 

history devoted to the fate of the Red Army men in the Polish captivity. 

 

Key words: historiography; the Polish-Soviet War; Red Army men; Polish concentration 

camps; Polish captivity. 
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URBAN EVERYDAY LIFE OF THE RUSSIAN MILITARY EMIGRANTS IN TOULON 

IN THE 1920s–1930s: HOUSING AND LIVING CONDITIONS 

  

On the basis of comparative and statistical methods this article analyzes Russian military 

emigrants’ everyday life in Toulon, which became one of the regional centers of Russian 

emigration in the South of France in the early 1920s. The study of Russian refugees’ everyday 

life is based on a variety of sources containing information about the financial possibilities of 

immigrants, the process of searching and choosing apartments, living conditions and features of 

settlement in the city. These sources include a variety of archival documents: interview sheets of 

Russian immigrants, police statistics on nationality, data from the municipal census.  

The process of life organization and their ideas about a «new» house has been restored 

on the basis of refugees’ personal memories contained in private correspondence. On the 

concrete example of a group of military emigrants who found themselves in French Toulon, the 

article analyzes the process of «entering» into emigration and provides the refugees’ financial 

condition in detail. It is emphasized that their expectations about the new house did not coincide 

with the real financial possibilities. The author considers the problem of choosing apartments 

for refugees, the nature of the Russian families’ settlement, determines the immigrants’ exact 

addresses and areas of residence, traces the dynamics of changes in the movement of refugees 

within the Toulon urban agglomeration in the studied period. The study result include 

conclusions about the features of Russian emigrants’ residence in Toulon, the absence of 

«Russian quarter» in the city, as well as related information about the minimum connection 

between the nature of Russian emigrants’ professional activities and their places of residence in 

the city. 

  

Key words: Russian emigrants; military emigration; everyday life; Russian quarter; 

Toulon; France. 
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BELARUSIANS AND BELARUSIAN STUDIES IN THE USA  

(1950s – THE BEGINNING OF THE XXI CENTURY) 

 

This article is devoted to the analysis of the historiographical tradition and historical 

sources of foreign Belarusian studies formation in the USA in the post-war period. The 

historiographical analysis shows that today in Belarusian historiography and Belarusian studies 

there is no system and analytical study devoted to this phenomenon. The source base of the 

problem examined is sufficiently representative. Basing upon the study of these sources the 

researchers can come to the preliminary conclusions, which characterize the extent to which the 

problem has been studied, the specifics of the main groups of sources which help to conduct the 



 

historical-cultural reconstruction of the problem, outline the circle of the main tasks, the solution 

of which allows the authors to create an integrated, systematic picture of the phenomenon under 

the study in connection with the formation of post-war Belarusian community. 

 As a result of the study, the authors of the article come to the conclusion about two main 

stages in the history of Belarusian studies formation in the United States. They are connected 

with the changes happened in the geopolitical situation and the formation of the Belarusian 

diaspora in America. The authors make conclusions about the role of the Belarusian community 

in the formation of American government’s policy towards Belarus; Belarusian public 

organizations’ and the community’s influence on the North American Slavic community as a 

dominant intellectual provocateur of interest in Belarusian history and culture. 

 

Key words: foreign Belarusian studies; Slavic studies in the USA; Belarusian community; 

university and academic centers; historiography and sources of the problem; Belarusian public 

organizations. 
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