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SCHUBERT'S «THE TROUT» IN RUSSIAN POETRY 

 
Franz Schubert is one of the well-known western composers in Russian 

poetry due to the fact that poets have been attracted by his laconic plots, 
relation to legends, melodramaticism and deep symbolism going beyond 
historical symbolism. In Russian poetry the small play «The Trout» acquired a 
meaning different from the composer’s intensions. It began to be understood not 
as a moral tale of caution and temptation and not as a hymn to youth and young 
feelings, but as a call for freedom of improvisation.  

The article, based on material from Russian poetry of the XXth century, 
immigrant and modern poetry, examines the reasons for the bias in the 
understanding of the play. The article thoroughly analyzes rhetoric of the text 
«The Trout» and features of its perception in modern and contemporary lyrics. 
The author indicates factors of meaning bias such as a biographical subtext of 
«The Trout» creation, Schubert’s general image mainly as a romantic 
composer, an implicit competition between poets lived at the same time for the 
correct understanding of musical rhetoric. The research methods include 
reconstruction of the composer's reputation in Russian culture, a comparative 
historical analysis and hermeneutics of a poetic text, and specification of 
musical allusions. 

Thanks to the individualization and analysis of the stages found in the 
transformation of the «The Trout» perception in Russian poetry, it is proved that 
the musical work perception is associated with a special understanding of media 
nature like the play brevity, its distribution, the first publication in the 
newspaper, its use in parodies and mass culture has made the author 
understand «The Trout» as a democratic work with its own media principles. In 
addition, the richness of Schubert’s legendary and ballad plots and the need to 
artificially build Schubert’s world within a short lyrical work have turned «The 
Trout» into an exemplary key of the plot. The ballad starts to be interpreted 



through poetic form as the opposite to the work with morality; musical 
intonation is understood as a gesture of gaining freedom contrary to the literal 
content of the ballad. 

 
Key words: Schubert; musical motive; musical allusion; contemporary 

Russian poetry; lyrical plot; musical ekphrasis. 
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A.S. PUSHKIN’S LITERARY WORLD  

IN THE CREATIVE PERCEPTION BY A.T. TVARDOSKY 
 AND A.A. KULESHOV 

 



The article is devoted to the creative development of A.S. Pushkin’s 
poetic tradition in the works by A.T. Tvardovsky and A.A. Kuleshov. The 
material of the research is based on the lyrics, criticism and journalism of the 
writers worked in different years.  

According to the study hypothesis, the models of A.S. Pushkin's tradition 
realization in A. Tvardovsky’s and A. Kuleshov’s literary worlds are 
characterized by a wide variety and adaptation at several levels such as a theme 
of the work, a poetic motif, a literary image, a genre and principles of literary 
thinking. 

In conclusion of the study, it is argued that the relationship between the 
works by A.A. Kuleshov and A.T. Tvardovsky is manifested (from the perspective 
of different themes, motives, genres, images) through A.S. Pushkin's perceived 
assessment of reality, i.e. «A.S. Pushkin's individual world-attitude» (according 
to V.D. Skvoznikov). «Pushkin's individual world-attitude» is understood as 
skills to perceive and reflect not only the global historic events, but also 
everyday phenomena of a trivial order, an ability not only to identify themselves 
in these various events, but also to assess the course of these events in their own 
poetic world. 

 
Key words: literary world; creative consciousness; image; theme; poetic 

tradition; poet. 
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ONCE AGAIN ABOUT SO-CALLED BRODSKY’S «SYLLABICS»  

 AND ITS OBJECTIVE CONTEXT – RUSSIAN SYLLABICS OF THE 
LATE XX CENTURY 

 
The article considers existing opinion in modern science devoted to 

Brodsky's about the rhyme in his two poems written in the middle of the 1960s. 
These poems («The Poetry», «Imitation of Cantemir`s Satires») appeal to the 
name and word of Cantemir. On the basis of this fact and due to the use of 
unconventional forms of syllabotonics (dactyl with two caesuras) and tonics 
(accentual rhyme with a constant clausula), the author often makes a conclusion 
about syllabic nature of these poems. The author of the article explains the 
reasons for the error and suggests ways of solution. In addition, the context of 
this error is shown in regular appeals of Russian poets of the late XX century to 
the memory of the syllabic rhyme and its experiments appeared a bit later. The 
article presents examples of modern Russian syllabics stylized and completely 
original. 

 
Key words: metric; syllabic rhyme; Brodsky, Russian rhyme of the late 

XXth century. 
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DYNAMICS OF THE ESTATE SUPERTEXT FUNCTIONING  

IN RUSSIAN LITERATURE:  



SEMANTICS, SYNTACTICS, PRAGMATICS 
 

The purpose of the article is to study the diachronic aspects of the 
supertext functioning as a semiosphere on the example of the estate supertext in 
Russian literature. Each fragment of the estate semiosphere, due to its iconic 
nature, is organized in accordance with the semiosis levels: semantics (a myth, 
a system of oppositions, motives and toposes), syntactics (linear connections 
between semantics components) and pragmatics (a communication system in the 
text, a subjective structure).  

In the iconic organization of the supertext, semantics refers to the 
paradigm level and composes an invariant system of values, which ensures the 
integrity of the supertext and the meaning continuity.  The semantic components 
are concretized at the syntactic level in different contexts (the context of 
syntagma, the context of the author’s work, the historical context) and the plots 
(a consistent connection of motives and images). Out-of-text and in-text 
communications are reflected at the level of pragmatics (an author’s dialogue 
with tradition, various forms of quotations, involvement in aesthetic polemics of 
the era, inter-semiotic translation into different literary languages).  

Thus, syntactics and pragmatics refer to peripheral fragments that 
belong to the semiotic field of the estate text and they are primarily subject to 
changes in the diachronic development of the supertext. This semiotic model can 
become a universal one for studying the dynamic aspects of large supertext 
(overtext) formations. 

 
Key words: supertext; local text; estate text; semiosphere; topos. 
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SIMILATIVE CONSTRUCTIONS IN HITTITE  
«SONG OF ULLIKUMMI» 

 
The article is aimed at the analysis of similative constructions with the 

semantics «X like Y» in Hittite epos the «Song of Ullikummi». Contextual 
analysis allows the author to detect this type of collocations without any 
markers like asyndetic constructions (with juxtaposition, a chain of accusatives).  

The author of the article has studied the word order in these 
constructions. It has been shown that the similarity phrase regularly takes place 
in the immediate preverbal position after the object and the adverbial modifier 
of place in a linear structure. It is interesting to find contexts with a standard of 
comparison in the initial position of the clause, which points out to the upper 
(and marked) focus position. This type of placement mostly correlates with right 
dislocations, frequent in the Hittite poetic language.  

As for the linear word order, constructions with conjunction «like X», as 
a rule, appear as a sequence «a comparee – a standard of comparison – a 
marker of the standard». The rare sequences «a standard – a comparee – a 
marker» show markedness connected to the needs for information structure, 
which demands further research. In asyndetic constructions the standard 
sequence appears as «a comparee – a standard». In the paper it has been shown 
that similative constructions in the «Song of Ullikummi» actually lost the proper 
similarity semantics and serve as markers of certain qualities of poetic images.  

  
Key words: Hittite language; epos; similative syntax; information 

structure; similative constructions. 
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SUPERTEXTS IN THE RUSSIAN DRAMA 
AT THE TURN OF THE XXTH–XXIST CENTURIES 

 
The article is devoted to the study of supertexts phenomenon in 

contemporary Russian drama. Famous philologists’ points of view are 
compared, definitions of super-text are suggested, and its features are 
highlighted. The author of the article distinguishes macro components of the 
supertexts in fiction, among which there are motifs, images, plots, types and 
forms of intertextuality and biographical myth. The overtext in literature is 
understood as a supra-textual formation, a set of meanings that arise in the 
process of interaction between texts distanced from each other, as well as 
different receptions of the writer's personality and his/her literary heritage. 

The article analyzes problems of the supertexts typology in modern 
Russian drama and the selection criteria. Based on a set of features that 
determine the precedent personality and the «strong» text among them, the 
Shakespeare’s, Chekhov’s and Gogol’s supertexts are distinguished in Russian 



drama at the turn of the XXth–XXIst centuries. The perspective «personal» texts 
are also marked: Pushkin’s, Lermontov’s, Goncharov’s and Dostoevsky's ones. 

The remake is considered as a genre under the influence of the meanings 
of the «personal» text. The remake in drama is proposed to be considered as a 
work that is most representatively involved in the formation of «personal» 
supertexts. The writer's biography and his/her works cease to be a fact of 
literary history and leave the literary field, they turn into a myth and overgrow 
with meanings due to the authors’ reception, critics and literary critics of 
subsequent generations. «Personal» supertexts are expanded due to the parodic 
interpretation of classical prototexts, the destruction of the biographical myth 
and its reception. 

 
Key words: text, supertext; «nominal» («personal») text; precedential 

personality; precedential character; remake; Shakespear’s text; Chekhov’s text; 
Gogol’s text. 
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CONTEXTUALIZED PRAGMATIC CHARACTERISTICS  

OF INVITATION SPEECH ACTS IN THE RUSSIAN LANGUАGE 
CULTURE 

 
Due to methodological and theoretical variety in approaches as well as 

in contingences while investigating invitation speech acts, the findings 
concerning their pragmatic characteristics have turned out to be different. This 
paper is an attempt to determine sociocultural features, pragmatic implications 
and representation in the dialogue corpus of various types of invitations in 
Russian culture using contextual interpretation and pragmalinguistic analysis.  

The findings demonstrate a frequent usage of addressee-oriented 
declaratives, followed by imperatives, questions and addresser-oriented 
declaratives with the meaning of a command. All these invitations are in fact 
direct obligatory impositives. However, within the context of Russian culture 
they reveal the use of positive politeness strategies.  

The speech act of invitation cannot function on its own – it is 
semantically and pragmatically connected to pre-invitation sequence, which 
makes it a complex speech act.  

The benefactive status of the addresser is enhanced due to the obligatory 
nature of the invitation which also ensures the speaker’s confidence about the 
successful outcome of the interaction, therefore there is no need for the inviter 
to resort to indirectness and negative politeness strategies.  

There are cases of self-invitations where an invitee takes the initiative, 
whereas an inviter has to perform a speech act with a weakened illocutionary 
force.  

 



Key words: invitation speech act; pragmatic characteristics; 
pragmalinguistic analysis; positive and negative politeness strategies; 
impositives; Russian language culture. 
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VARIATION OF THE DNIEPER BASIN HYDRONYMY  
ON THE TERRITORY OF THE SMOLENSK REGION 

 



The article is devoted to the analysis of the Dnieper water bodies 
nominations on the territory of the Smolensk region. The research is aimed at 
consideration of the most important onomastic problem at present – variation in 
the sphere of the proper names, particularly in the hydronymy.  

Amidst the regional onomastic development, the research in the sphere 
of toponymy and hydronymy is being actively carried out, toponymic 
dictionaries are being published. In these dictionaries the variants of the 
geographical objects are often only marked down. However, more focused 
attention to the revealing and describing the reasons and methods of their 
variation allows the researchers to carry out more detailed diachronic analysis 
of the onyms existence in the different historical periods and define the 
invariants formation.  

The most interesting field of research is the toponymy and hydronymy 
study of the Smolensk region – western border region of Russia. The material of 
the research is based on the military-topographical map of Smolensk 
Governorate, large scale maps and an atlas of the Smolensk region, as well as 
written information sources. The author has analyzed the examples of the 
orthographical, phonetical, morphological and lexical variants of hydronyms 
and has tried to reveal the linguistic and extralinguistic reasons of the water 
bodies nominations variation in this region.  

It is proved that the hydronyms variants origin is typical for small water 
currents; it is linked with their shallowing and the loss of their significance in 
the economic life of the population. The predominance of the phonetical 
variants is explained by the influence of the general-linguistic process, a local 
dialect, a living colloquial language. The variation on the word formation level 
is widely represented by diminutive forms as a result of the changes in the water 
currents physico-geographical parameters.  

Lexical variation of the hydronyms in the region depends on the 
nominations de-etymologisation. Moreover, in the analyzed region the author 
has found out a lot of variants of hydronyms with changes at different language 
levels. Linguistic and extralinguistic reasons of variation in hydronymy are 
closely linked. This fact can make it more difficult to determine the method of 
the new variant creation. The analyzed factual material will be practically used 
in the «Hydronym’s Dictionary of the Smolensk Region», which will be 
published soon. 

 
Key words: toponym; hydronym; hydronymy; dictionary making; 

variation; hydronyms variants; language levels; variation reasons. 
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PECULIARITIES OF THE RUSSIAN LANGUAGE PRESERVATION 
BY THE RUSSIAN SETTLERS’ DESCENDANTS IN CHINESE REGION 
OF THREE RIVERS IN THE ХХ CENTURY AND AT THE BEGINNING 

OF THE XXI CENTURY 
 

The territory of Trekhrechiye is the Region of Three Rivers (Sanhe, the 
District of Hulunbuir, Inner Mongolia, the People's Republic of China). This 
territory is subject to scientific study by historians and philologists. The 
research objects of this article are language aspects of modern Trekhrechiye.  

The aim of the study is to describe language competence of the Russian 
settlers’ descendants, who live now in the Region of Three Rivers, that place 
became mass residential centre of the Russian people in the XX century. 
Moreover, it is important to show dynamics of the people’s competences of the 
Russian language throughout the entire period of the Russian presence there.   

The description of the language competence of the Russian settlers’ 
descendants of different generations is based on the results of scientific 
expedition to the Region of Three Rivers. The expedition took place in 2017–



2018 and was undertaken by the author. It allowed the author to monitor the 
extent of the Russian language preservation in different generations.   

 
Key words: Russian language in eastern foreign counties; Russian-

speaking population of China; Region of Three Rivers (Trekhrechiye); language 
competence; bilingualism; dialect. 
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INTENTIONAL LEXICAL MEANINGS  

AS AN OBJECT OF RESEARCH 
 

The article studies the linguistic research corpus, devoted to the 
expression of the meaning «volitional action» by means of the semantic 
structure of the lexical units representing the notion «intention». The main aim 
of the paper is to systematize the comprehensive data on the topic under study, 
coined since the early XXth century to the present day both in Russian linguistics 
and abroad. Analytical description of the theoretical sources is based on the five 
following criteria: the criterion of motivation for singling out a research object 
from the reality continuum, the criterion of terminology, the criterion of 
methodology, the criterion of categorial features of the object, the criterion of 
semantic individuality discriminating parts of the object.  

The research results in the conclusion that the approaches to lexical 
volition are isomorphic in terms of the most essential criteria – those of 
motivation for singling out a research object, methodology applied to it and its 
categorial features. Thus, in the papers considered the rationale for studying 
intentional lexical meanings is their anthropocentricity, the universal method of 
surveying them is componential analysis; the studied categorial features include 
intentionality, prospectivity, purposefulness, and agentivity.  

The controversies in the authors’ perspectives are also brought to light 
and treated as an object of new research, requiring the respective theoretical 
corpus, systematized in the present paper. 

 
Key words: volitional action; volition; intention; intentional lexical 

meaning; lexical volition; semantic feature; systematization. 
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THE USE OF ZOONYMS AS EMOTIONALLY-ATTITUDINAL UNITS 
FOR THE PEOPLE’S DESCRIPTION IN AFRO-AMERICAN CULTURE 

(BASED ON THE NOVEL «SULA» BY T. MORRISON) 
 
The amount of linguistic research, dedicated to the study of lexical units 

based on the names of animal world’s representatives, grows every year. One of 



the reasons for this particular interest lies in the lack of sufficient theoretical 
base which could enable scientists to systematize the necessary cultural and 
sociolinguistic data.  

Researchers consider animals’ names in searching for the cultural code 
of a definite ethnic group, as well as pointing out specifics of the figurative 
component of thematic groups included in zoonyms. This approach allows them 
to examine those additional meanings that a certain lexical unit acquires within 
the stated national culture. The consideration of the corresponding units in the 
context of African-American writers’ works is of great interest within the 
originality of the plots themselves, as well as the folkloristic and mythological 
background found in the majority of the constructions with the zoonym element. 
The novel «Sula» by an outstanding writer Tony Morrison is one of these works. 
The writer’s texts are based on unique cultural and historical experience of 
African-Americans, specifics of their self-knowledge with an inherent belief in 
magic and myth.  

This article examines the termbase used for the analysis of 
zoonymocontaining lexical units. The most frequent nominations used for the 
evaluation of human characteristics and actions are demonstrated and 
described on the basis of the selected examples. Three categories of nomination 
(age, behavior, appearance) are considered in greater detail. The author of the 
article makes a conclusion about the frequency of the constructions with 
negative, neutral and positive connotations within the stated groups, as well as 
their usage for the description of a person's preferred and criticized qualities.  

 
Key words: zoonym; zoomorphism; animalism; zooverb; Afro-

Americans; «Sula» by Toni Morrison.  
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A CRITICAL ASSESSMENT OF THE NOVEL «ASSEMBLY HALL»  

BY HERMANN KANT IN THE REUNIFIED GERMANY (AFTER 1991) 
 
H. Kant’s novel received a high literary and aesthetic appreciation in 

criticism and wide recognition by readers. Criticism (before and after the 
unification of Germany) concerns mainly one aspect viz. authenticity of the 
events depicted in the novel and the charcters’ images. Opponents argue that 
Kant’s ideological views, his consistent socialist and party position have prompt 
him to embellish reality, create simulacra, and the idyllic world of socialist 
Biedermeyer. The article shows that these assessments ignore the nature of his 
talent, especially his creative personality peculiarities such as journalistic 
orientation of the motivated «political» person and writer. 

 
Key words: Hermann Kant; novel; simulacra; journalistic orientation; 

«political person»; socialist Biedermeyer. 
 

REFERENCES 



 
(2001). Postmodernizm. Entsiklopediya. M.: Interpresservis; Knizhny dom. (in 

Russian). 
Fortunatova, V.A. (2004). Literatura GDR: mezhdu fantomom i real'nost'yu // Russkaya 

germanistika: yezhegodnik Rossiyskogo soyuza germanistov. M.: Yazyki slavyanskoi kul'tury. 
(in Russian). 

Corino, Karl (Hg). (1995). Die Akte Kant. JM «Martin», die Stasi und die Literatur in 
Ost und West [The Kant files. JM "Martin", the Stasi and Literature in the East and West]. 
Reinbek bei Hamburg: Rowohlt. (in German). 

Emmerich, Wolfgang. (2000). Kleine Literaturgeschichte der DDR [Small History of 
Literature in the GDR.] Erweiterte Neueausgabe. B.: Aufbau, Taschenbuch Verlag. (in German). 

Gutschke, Irmtraud. (2007). Hermann Kant. Die Sache und die Sachen [Hermann Kant. 
The Thing in Itself]. 2., korr. Auflage. B.: Neues Leben. (in German). 

Geine, Geinrikh. Franzusskie dela // Geinrikh Geine. Sobr. soch. V 6 t. T. IV. (in 
Russian). 

Illustrierte Geschichte der deutschen Literatur. In sechs Banden [Illustrated History of 
German Literature. In six volumes] B. VI. Koln: Zweiburgen, o.J. (in German).  

Jäger, Manfred. (1989). Hermann Kant // Kritisches Lexikon zur deutschen 
Gegenwartsliteratur / hrsg. von H.Z. Arnold [Hermann Kant // Critical Lexicon for 
Contemporary German Literature / ed. by H.Z. Arnold]. München: text + kritik. (in German). 

Rüdisser, Merle. (2007). Das Ideengefäss. Sachbuch [The Ideas Container. Non-
fiction]. Innsbruck-Hohenems: Limbus. (in German). 

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Die_Aula_(Roman)#Kritische_Wertung (data 
obrashcheniya 08.10.2019). (in German). 

 
 

V.Yu. Vereyutin 
Candidate of Philological Sciences,  

Head of Translation Department,  
Unger Steel, LLC 

Moscow, Russia 
 

V.M. Glushak 
Doctor of Philological Sciences, 

Department of German, 
MGIMO MID ROSSII 

Moscow, Russia 
 

REPRESENTATION OF THE FRAME «MOVING IN SPACE» 
THROUGH THE VERBS OF MOVEMENT  

IN THE GERMAN LANGUAGE 
 
This article discusses MOVING IN SPACE frame in German, defines its 

concepts and slots that find their language expression through the eight most 
common verbs of the movement such as gehen, laufen, kommen, wandern, 
treten, fahren, fliegen, schwimmen. 

The basis for constructing the frame is a technique of identifying integral 
and differential semes. The identified integral semes allowed the authors to 



define four concepts: the medium of movement; nature of movement; means of 
transportation; intensity of movement. 

Using corpus research based on the COSMAS electronic linguistic 
corpus, the study reveals the ability of verbs to express various slots of 
established concepts. The carried out semantic analysis has made it possible to 
identify the verbs of movement gradation according to the representation of 
slots in the frame structure MOVING IN SPACE. 

The verb with the most extensive semantics is the verb «kommen», since 
it is able to express the largest number of slots during operation. 

The dominant concept in the frame structure MOVING IN SPACE is the 
«medium of movement», since this concept determines the specification of the 
remaining selected slots. 

The findings of the analysis are reflected in the cognitive map of the 
MOVING IN SPACE frame including the set of individual concepts (integral 
attributes) and slots that implement them (differential semes). 

 
Key words: verbs of movement; concept; frame; slot; seme; attribute. 
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TRANSFORMATIONS IN THE JUDICIAL SYSTEM  

OF THE SMOLENSK REGION (1917–1922)  
 
The article analyzes the results of the state policy implementation 

withing the formation and development of the Soviet judicial system on the 
example of Smolensk Governoral Court. 

The authors set the goal, based on the analysis of sources not introduced 
into a wide scientific circulation, primarily stored at the State Archive of the 
Smolensk Region, to restore the history of the creation and operation of justice 
institutions in the Smolensk region in the 1918s–1923s. 

The source base of the study was composed of documents stored at 
Smolensk State Regional Archive, materials on the history of the judiciary, 
statistical materials of the period under the study, documents on the history of 
the party-state bodies of the Smolensk region. 

The article studies current office documentation of both the higher and 
regional state bodies (Workers 'and Peasants' Government, People's 
Commissariat of Justice, Smolensk Governoral Executive Committee) and local 
authorities (Smolensk Council of Working People's Deputies, Executive 
Committee of Smolensk Governoral Council of Workers, Peasants' and Red 
Army Deputies), as well as Smolensk Governoral Court.   

The authors analyze the Soviet experience in the formation and 
development of judicial bodies under specific historical conditions; they 
consider transformations in the judicial system of the Smolensk Governorate in 
the 1917s–1922s, as well as the formation of Smolensk Governoral Court. The 
article studies legal foundations of the Soviet judicial system formation, 



characterizes processes of creating a judicial apparatus in the first years of 
Soviet power and analyzes activities of Smolensk Governoral Court during its 
formation.  

The authors reveal the essence, degree of efficiency, concrete results, 
political and socio-economic consequences, positive and negative lessons from 
the Soviet judicial system existed in Russia. 

The authors assume that the development of new legislation system in the 
1920s was caused by the need to reform legal sources as the main means of 
socialism building. 

The authors conclude that the transformation of the Soviet judicial 
system completed the transition from the principle of «revolutionary 
expediency» to the principle of «revolutionary legality». 

 
Key words: Smolensk region; governoral court; Soviet judicial system. 
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CONCESSIONS OF THE 1920S – THE FIRST ATTEMPT  



TO ESTABLISH ECONOMIC RELATIONS WITH THE WEST 
 

The article analyzes the use of concessions to attract foreign capital and 
technology in an almost complete economic blockade because of the revolution 
and civil war, as well as the fact that the revolution in other foreign countries 
has not occured. 

The article indicates particular regulations in the procedure for the 
infusion of foreign concessions into Soviet Russia. In addition, the paper points 
out how this process gradually developed, as well as what problems arose for 
western investors in the course of investing their capital in the country. 

The author shows particular industries that mostly used foreign capital, 
names donor countries, and provides statistical data on the number of 
applications for the opening of concessional filed by foreign investors. 

The paper provides examples of specific concessions. The author draws 
attention to the careful selection of concessionaires, states the principles of 
concessions’ operation in terms of planned and command economy. The 
original literature of the 1920s is used in the article. The aticle defines the 
concessions’ place and role in the Russian economy. 

The author points out that the questions arising between the Soviet 
power and foreign investors concern price policy and employed workers’ 
compensation that, however, was not typical of all concessions. Moreover, the 
article provides statistical data concerning the number of contracts concluded 
in the main sectors of the economy and the benefit it brought to the economy, as 
well as the number of citizens of Soviet Russia involved in the economic 
activities of foreign concessions. 

The author makes a conclusion that the state policy of concessions was a 
forced measure aimed at improving the state economic development by 
attracting foreign capital and technology.   

 
Key words: Soviet Russia; concessions; foreign capital; economy; 

policy; NEP. 
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THE STATE OF THE SOVIET FILM INDUSTRY IN THE 1930S 

 
Soviet cinema of the 1930s has long been of particular interest for 

historians from Russia and abroad. For a long time in historiography, the Soviet 
art of the 1930s has been associated with the Soviet ideology and propaganda of 
the stated period. This topic was considered by the outstanding historians such 
as David Brandenberg, Boris Ilzarov, Yevgeny Gromov, Alexander Dubrovsky, 
Katerina Clark, etc.  

At the same time, in the studies on this topic, as a rule, focuses is made 
on the formation of Russian national ideology in the Soviet Union in the 1930s. 
In the center of historical research there are literature and cinema cultivating 
Russian national historical heroes. Besides, cinema comes to prominence in the 
1930s. However, in historiography the state of the Soviet film industry in the 
proposed period is very poorly covered.  

This paper discusses the state of the Soviet film industry in the 1930s. 
Based on archival materials of the Main Department of Film Affairs, on the 
paperwork related to the development of the film industry, as well as memoirs of 
contemporaries, the author assesses the state of the Soviet film industry at the 
turn of the 1920s–1930s, as well as traces the development of the film industry 
in the 1930s. The author highlights the most significant problems of the Soviet 
cinema of the 1930s, as well as the main projects for solving these problems. 
Thus, this study makes it possible to assess the state and production capacity of 
the Soviet film industry in the 1930s.  

 
Key words: history of Stalinism; Soviet cinema; Soviet ideology; 

propaganda and art; Soviet film industry of the 1930s.      
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RESTORATION OF THE DONBASS EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 
NETWORK IN THE POST-WAR PERIOD (1943–1954) 

 
The article is devoted to the peculiarities pointed out in the process of 

restoration of universities network, vocational and comprehensive schools in the 
post-war period, namely, the legislative activity in the educational field, the 
revival of the educational and technical base, recruitment of the teaching staff. 
The importance of a comprehensive research of the period under the study is 
vital due to the social and political events and their impact on the revival and 
development of the Donbass region, as well as the USSR as a whole. 

Teachers and pupils of schools, professors and students of secondary 
and higher educational institutions began to restore the educational institutions 
immediately after the Donbass liberation from the Nazis in 1943. In the first 
post-war year, due to common efforts, it was possible to resume the educational 
process almost in all educational institutions. In connection with the law «On 



Compulsory Education for Children from the Age of Seven», the educational 
system was given a task to cover all school-age children and adolescents who 
had not attended school for several years because of hostilities and occupation. 
Consequently, every month the number of students increased, which led to an 
acute shortage of teaching staff. This problem was insoluble, since many 
teachers continued to serve in the Red Army or died while doing military duties 
to the Motherland. In restoration of the regional industry there was need for 
highly qualified personnel, who were able to fill the reviving Donbass 
enterprises thanks to the well-established work of secondary and higher 
vocational educational institutions. 

In disclosing the topic, a special place is given to archival sources, the 
analysis of which made it possible to comprehensively study the problematic 
issues of that period and determine future prospects of the research. 
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THE REPUBLIC OF THE UNITED PROVINCES POLICY  

AT THE PEACE OF WESTPHALIA CONGRESS  
AND THE PEACE OF MÜNSTER CONCLUSION  

 



The Northern Netherlands fought for liberation from Spanish rule for 80 
years. The country needed peace and confirmation of sovereignty. Spain, 
weakened by the war, was also interested in a peace treaty conclusion. Dutch-
Spanish negotiations at the Peace of Westphalia Congress had not been held 
until January, 1646. The parties relatively quickly agreed on the basic terms of 
the agreement. They managed to resolve the issues of colonial conquest, trade, 
and the closure of the Scheldt.  

The contradictions, remained unresolved, concerned the position of the 
Catholic religion on the Lands of the Generality. However, there was no unity 
regarding the conclusion of peace in the republic itself. The province of Zeeland 
opposed the conclusion of the treaty. Despite this fact, in January 1647 a 
preliminary peace agreement was signed. It should come into force in case of 
signing the same Franco-Spanish agreement. In accordance with the Franco-
Dutch Union Treaty, its parties undertook not to conclude a separate peace. 
However, France and Spain could not come to an agreement. As a result of the 
internal political struggle in the republic, the victory was won by the supporters 
of the separate peace conclusion.  

On January 30, 1648 the Peace of Münster was concluded between 
Spain and the Republic of the United Provinces. On May 15, 1648 the parties 
exchanged instruments of ratification. At the end of May, 1648 the province of 
Zeeland agreed to the peace concluded.  

 
Key words: Republic of the United Provinces; General States; the 

Netherlands; Spain; Münster; Zeeland. 
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CELTIC FRINGES AND CENTRAL POWER IN GREAT BRITAIN: 
HISTORY AND MODERNITY 

 
The article deals with history of interrelations between political centre 

and Celtic fringes of Great Britain in modern and contemporary times. As soon 
as nationalist movements in Celtic fringes became more active from the mid-
1960s, the need appeared to analyze the history of interrelations between 
central power and Celtic regions in order to understand causes of Celtic 
people’s striving for obtaining more rights and even state independence.  

The article ascertains that attitude of central power to Celtic fringes was 
complicated by ethno-cultural differences between Englishmen and Celtic 
people, which resulted in discrimination of Scotland, Wales and Ireland by 
London's policy towards Celtic regions. Since British industrialization evolved 
the central power in Great Britain, it created conditions for balanced 
comprehensive development of industrial economy only in English counties, 
whereas Celtic regions were permitted to develop only branches of economic 
activity which were non-competitive to English business. The level of people’s 
income in Celtic fringes was always lower than in English parts of Great 
Britain. There was an established practice that English business dominated in 
Celtic regions and determined the economic development of Celtic regions. The 
English as distinct from Celts had prior opportunities to be engaged on more 
prestigious and highly paid positions. Celtic population’s devotion to 
preservation of their culture and ethno-cultural identity found expression in 
religious sphere so that Nonconformity and Presbyterianism accordingly 
dominated among Welshmen and Scotsmen. Political movements in Celtic 



fringes put forward ethno-cultural demands rather than social class ones in 
their activities.  

During the first half of the XX century the opposition between Celtic 
fringes and central power in Great Britain showed that in parliamentary 
elections Celtic population gave their votes mainly for the members of Labour 
Party. From the mid-1960s nationalist movements in Celtic fringes became 
more active. They began to make slogans of political independence. The author 
of the article comes to conclusion that interrelations of central power in Great 
Britain towards Celtic fringes can be adequately described by notions of I. 
Wallerstein’s world-system analysis and M. Hechter's model of internal 
colonialism.                         

 
 
Key words: Great Britain; England; Scotland; Wales; Ireland; Celtic 

fringes; internal colonialism.   
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